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The Great and \ Weighty 


CONSIDERATIONS, 


Relating to the Duke of YORK, 


OR, 


Saccefior of the Crown. 
Offered to the KING, and both Houſes of Parliament: 


CONSIDERED 


With 


a ANSWER 


: 


lity in the Country to his Friend, relating co the point of 
Succeſſion to the Crown. 


Whereunto is Added 


A Short Hiſtorical Colietion 


trouching the lame. 
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THE OO. 
Great and Weighty CONSIDERATIONS, exc. 
CONSIDERED. 


ODS ED Three is the ſubject matter upon which we exerciſe our 
v ND $922) Thoughts, or whereupon we make our Enquiries, doth 
_ WW. E. not make the Conſiderations of Slight and Vain men 

0 v}y) GREAT and WEIGHTY. A man of ſlender En- 

0 = dowments doth not Commence to he Wiſe, as ſoon as 
£3 DIG matters of grear Moment take up his Thoughts. Bur if he 
_ — be of ſuch a make, asrenders him capable of being in any 
degree Wiſe, he is affected with an IngeniousShame, findin the matters too 
hard tor his Capacity, and above his reach ; he is diſpleaſes and diſſatisfyed 
with his own dark, indiſtin&t, and confuſed Conceptions, in which he himſelf 
can receive no Satisfaction : he Suſpends and Determines nothing bur thar he 
doth not underſtand the matter, and reſorts with deference ro thoſe who are 
Wiſer than himſelf. 

Bur there is a ſort of Arrogant Fools who trouble the World, make it Diffi- 
cuſt to underſtand plain Truth, confound the Notions of things, blend things 
of remote diſtances in their nature together, or put one thing for another that 
have no affinity to each other, puzzle and perplex the minds of the Weak : 
who deſerve the Indignation of the berter ſort of Judgments, who cannot bur 
be empaſſioned while they ſee a great part of mankind abuſed to their hurr, 
by the Villanous practiſes of ſome, deſigned to rhe ſufferance of the greateſt 
miſchiefs, and by a ſort of ſilly Knaves, preſumptuoully ufing their little Wir to 
enſnare the Conſciences,; to perplex the Minds of the Multitude by Objections; 
pu-zling to the weak by ſuch Reaſoning, 'as none but Fools could think of, 
anc! none bur bold Knaves would offer to the World : for fol take to be every 
immodeſt man, who wil! adventure not from his Underſtanding, and therefore 
from his Will, and coniec,uently his Intereſt, ro ſpeak things that have no 
conſequence,and are nor induc'd by the Laws of Reaſoning and Diſcourſe. Thar 
have 2 tendency to diſpoſe men to ſcruple of Conſcience, and make them doubt- 
ful and unactive againit the evils of the greateſt ſ1ze thar are deſigned againſt 
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them, and to neglect or reſiit rhe Counſels of God againit themſelves, and fa- 


tally fall under the deſigned evils, notwithſtanding they are provided of juſt 
and allowable Remedy againſt them. | | 

' There are. and ever was, and ever will be, to the trouble of Mankind, a forr 
of literate Fools (who will always obtain ſome reputation with the ſtupid ad- 
miring Vulgar) made by Nature to little Underſtanding, and wh6 have loft 
that Prle or want of uſing it ; who by Books "an or bad, it matters not 
much, become greater Fools than they could have been, if left to Simple Nature; 
who by imperfe&t remembrances, and undue joyning of things more im-. 
perfeAtly underſtood, make moſt perverſe Judgments in all things they are con- 


yerſant about. And if it happen that by rheir Complexion, they prove forward 
| B and 


v4 are opinionated of their falſe Learning,they obtrude upon the World'their 
unnatural, monftrous and incoherent Conceprions. And it they chance to mix 
their Diſcourſes with paſſages of the Holy Scriptures, and thereby entitle Rehi- 
gion r0 their Ablurdiries, they os pp neg amuſe, diſtract, and abuſethe' 
Conſcicnces of the Common People, ' and Popes them with Scruples and Pre- 
judices, 21d thar ſometimes ag»inſt the only means of rheir Preſervation. And 
this calls upon, and urgeth rhe Chatity of ſuch. ro whom God hath given a ber- 
ter under{ianling to appear and come forth for the undeceiving and reQifying 
the Judgments of the molt deceivable part of mankind, ard with juſt Ignominy 
and Scorn to beat dowa the aſſumings and preſumprions of ſuch Pretenders and 
Smatterers in I etters : way m ſach'a Weighry Marrer as this, when the 
poor Veople (if mittaken) mult be miſtaken ro rheir Ruine, and periſh by the 
Deceir. edi which F-rhink is ſcarce poſſible for very many-to be by rhis 
ftrivoious'Pretender and Offerer of Conſiderations : which none but he that de- 
ſerves our Piry could think of ; bnt for that he dares to offer them publickly to 
the World, and unter the Stile of | Great and Weighty Conſiderations, | he moſt 
jutily deſerves our Indignation, a priyare Scorn and a-publick Cenfure, for rhar 
parpoſe we will now produce him. ; 3a Yr flog 
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HE begins his Conſiderations with' a Conſideration and Recetimendation of : 
himſelf, and would fain prove his Honeſty, for he was with reaſon conſcious - 
that this undertaking would rendet him more than probably ſutpeRed : He | 
pr well as any thing he underrakes,and as-welf as it caw be proved; That 


613 an honeſt man. This he would: have the World believe, becaule there 15 
ſuch a thing as ſincerity in the World, and for that there haye been ſome men 
that have owned an attliftive Righteous Cauſe againſt ſelf intereſt, and the dif 
pleaſure of a prevailing Faction : Bur we know the Cauſe thar he. Patroni- 
ſes, is the molt unrighteous Cauſe that ever any man of Front eſponſed; bur 
that thouſd not trouble us. Bur that which afftlits us, and is the-heart aking 
of all 800d-men: That this Scribler with roo much reaſon we know, preſumes 
that the Brave men (whom he reviles for adhering tothe only means of the ſa- - 
ving) of three Kingdoms) with the Groſs of the Nation, are defigned to be 
ſubdued by a party of men whoſe ſtrength the King in his profound Knowledg 
- and Wiſdome beſt knows how to Calculate: but certainly this Addrefler imagins 

very great, whatever he pretends, and thar he is well backed by force. - Other- 
wiſc he could not adventure publickly to deſpiſe the Intereſt of a Houſe of Com- 
mons. If this Conſtderer, and his ketlow Conſpirators had nor ſome ſecret ree. 
ſerves of Strength, he would nor adviſe the King as he doth, to Adhere to, and 
Govern with the Houſe of Lords and his Privy Counſel, and-to lop off the 
Houle of Commons from the Government as an unprofirab'e Branch. - ' 


In the next Paragraph he tells us. The Chſefeſt Principle and Maxim of 
the rrue reformed Religion in this Kingdom is fully Epitomized- in this excel- - 
lent Precepr,Give to every one his Due: If there can be more Nonſenſe ſpoken info 
many words, it is this Parriot muſt do ir, and you ſhall find hint ojren perform- 
ing whar I have undertaken for him. And ſure after ſuch Demonttrations of 
his Honeſty, and Proot of his Underſtanding, you muſt take him for a True Pa- 
!r10t) anda fit Addrelſerof GREAT and WEIGH T Y Conſiderations. 


In 


[3] 

Tn rhe next Paragraph he undertakes to. commend ; and allow, chide and dic. 
approve our leading Men, 1 believe he nicans-«fthe Houſe of Commons, oo 
want his Name, its fithe ſhould diſcoverthimſelf before we can admit him to fit 
Judge of the: actions of the moſt- excellent Perfons of. the late Houſe of 
Commons ;. I: perſwade my ſelf. he; would Bluſh, (however Immodeltt be ap- 
pears in bis; Addreſs) jt he were drawn ut. and. expoſed to: publick view 
under ſuch a'Gbaraor,' we- mighe ſpare him \the Pillory.. Rotten Eggs and 
Tarnepp Tops, Which: 18 .due; to:Intarnous. Libeljers ag inſt Governors, for 
he is 2 man bt-ſuch-faſhion (1 believe) :thar he, would ſuffer roo much of Shame 
and Confufion-of tare, and hide himſelf foreyer. atter- from the face of men. 
if he were but known well enough tobe pointed at. : 


Ll 
* 
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In the fourth Paragraph, he allows jt; is a Glotious thing to eſtablith the 
True/Proteftanr Religion, . but he. would not bave it eſtabliſhed upon Quick- 
ſands, neither: would we, becaule it is-impollible.it ſhould: be ſo eſtabliſhed ; 
we. would' not haye it depend upon loot accidents, expos'd to Chance .and 
Contingencies, and expect it ihould. be ſypparted by rare eyents, and. morally 
impoſſible nor to be left ar Six and Sevens,a chance that is nor upon the Dy.and 
hope thar things ſhould our of rheir Courſe and Nature unite and combine 
together for irs ſupport : Thar which is Glorious is ſo, becauſe it is Excellent 
in it ſelf, and difficu't ro be atchieved ; and whatever is difficult, is to be ob- 
tained by unuſual methods and extraorginary means ;. ro. deny or condemn 
the ufe of them when lawful, is to deny: us the: ond; and. is fo far in _trurh 
from allowing /it to be Glorious, that he doth-nort allow it at all : Thar it is 
made difficalr ro ſupport the Proteſtant Religion, we owe: to the Popiſli Con- 


” ſfpiracy, andrhedelignof this man.is t9 make it. mpollible; ro.that purpoſe he 


requires-you tolay afide Humane: Policy, Which is:the ſame as true Prudence 
(which is the onely Guide God bath given us: and the only Oracle he hath 
left us ro Conſalt in our affairs, and is neyer repugnant (as he-would have it) 
bur always conformabie to the Laws of God and Narure) leſt welhould be fur- 
niſhed with a Remedy againſt the deſigned milchicts ro us and our Religion. 
Tothis commendable.forr of Policy,..the deſiga of the Bill will be made agrec- 
able in the following Diſcourſe. Thar we may admit the abſurd Dodtrines - 
of the Church of / o--, we are requir'd. to: abandon our Reaſon, and thar 
we may more eaſily again fall unto her, we muit (if we will} be ruled. by 
this Conſiderer) renounce our Prudence, and thoſe that will not, muſt endure. 
kis flanderons Reproaches, with which he goes 0a to revile the promoters of 
the Bill of Exctutzon, whom he calls Hypocrnes; | actious Spirns of the. Fa- 
natical-Leven, 'thar they make a Cloak of Religion ro palliate Black Deſigns, 
Fiery Zealors, ating like rhe Rump Parliament, Gailty of Antichriſtian at-, 
rempts, repugnant ro the Ordinance of God, and to the Fundamental Laws of 
the Kingdom, a few turbulent Zealors, aſſuming to. themſelves a Sovereign 
and deſportical Power of Depoſing the NU K E of YORK; and ſays, Thar 
they impudenrly affirm, Thar this hath been the Ancient Cuilom of Parliaments 
to Depoſe Princes and diſpoſe of Kingdoms, whercas the Crown hath, been 
always Hereditary, and nevcr depended upon.the Suftrages of rhe Subject. 
Since this Bad man preſumes to oy ſo many bad Words falſely of the Excel- 
lenr Members of the late Houſe of Commons, reproaches their Zeal for 
the Publick Safery, moſt Heroically exerted in the time of the greateſt Need, 


and moſt Threatning Dangets, caJ!s me appearance for the ſupport of he 
| z £0- 


Cl. | 
| Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, Hypocriſy : 'And the Proſecuting the 
© Diſcovery of the Helliſh Plor; and the beſt means of preventing the Plor from 
| taking eftect, Black Deſigns; Since, I'ſay, his ice lefty hath given him fo 
much Licenſe, I wonder he had no more Scurrilities, eſpecially ſince he is ſo'im- 
pertinent, as tocall the Bill of Excluſion, an Antichriltian Attempr, Repugnant 
tro the Ordinance of God, (though God never yet made any Law or Ordinance 
in that Caſe,) and the Fundamental Laws of rhe Kingdom ; though no Laws of 
Men areſo lundamental bur they are alterable:The Conftirution of Government 
is indecd unajterable by Law,but no Laws but are alrerable by the Government, 
for the Government was before Laws, and made -and-conſtiruted moſt chiefly 
for the buſineſs of Legiſlation, That the Houſe of Commons aſſumes a So- 
vereign Fower he knows to be falſe, and knows too, that all the World 
knows he is therein a Falfary? what can be expected of Candor or Sincerity 
from a man of ſuch Effrontery. And to the making the Slander Complear, 
he joyns Deſpotical to Sovereign Power, as if they were the ſame, an Initance 
of his egregious Ignorance , except he flatters the King; and would fig- 
nify to him that he hath Deſpotical Power, becauſc he hath a Sovereign Pow- 
er, and this commends him indeed for a True Patriot. A Deſporical Powor 
is ſuch as Maſters uſe over their Servants, that command what they Will, be- 
| cauſe they Will - Sovereign Power is. exerciſed for the good of thoſe that are 
governed, and the Commands that come from the Sovereign Power are Laws 
thar are deduc'd from Publick Reaſon, as they are the Publick Meaſures, and 
are always Reaſonable, or pretend to be ſo. No Body ever affirmed before 
this Addrefler to the King, Thar ir hath been the Ancient Cuſtom of Parlia- 
ments to diſpoſe of the Crown, or that it depended upon the Suftrages of the 
Subjets, which he fallly and malitiouſly adventures to ſay, to miſrepreſent 
the molt Venerable late Houſe of Commons, whoſe Proceedings will juſtify 
Themſelves in true Story toall ſucceeding Generations, and will” we all hope, 
be Seconded and Out-done by the Next; if the good People can keep them- 
ſelves from being deceived by ſuch Artificial men as this Addreſfer is. Bur 
this is ſaid, and Truly, That a Parliament, which is King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, have Declared, and particularly, a Parliament in the Reigu of that moſt _ 
Excellent Princeſs Queen El:zabeth,of Eternal Memory, (the Wiſeſt and Great- 
eſt of the Princes that are Glorious for the Reforming the Chriſtian Religion) 
did Declare a Power in themſelves, for Great and Weighty Reaſons of State, 
ro alter the Succeſſion, otherwiſe than of Courſe it is by Law appointed, and 
moſt reaſonable it is, for no Government can want a Power tro preſerve it ſelt, 
and obrain its Great End, v:z. the preſervation of the Community and the 
Polity ir ſelf, and no leſs Reaſons than theſe, require and urge the Uſe and Ex- 
erciſe of this Power in an Act of Parliament for excluding the D. from Suc- 
.- cecding to the Imperial Crown of Exel/and. In Order to theſe ends the Pow- 
_ _ er of a Parliamenr is unreſtrain'd, and unlimited, which this Conſideration- 


Monger calls Scoffingly (Impiouſly and Prophanely towards God, and irreve- 
rently towards the Government) Omnipotency. 


In the nexr Paragraph, he produceth his firſt Reaſon againſt the Excluding 
Bill. And by an execrable Argument, he adyentures to prove That the diſcent 


of the Crown 15 Sacred, v1Z. That an Attainder in Treaſon canngr achar the- next Heir 
frem ſucceeding in the Government, but if the Heir had dyed of that Attainder, the Argu- 
ment had been ſpoiled. For cannot that Power that can infli& Capital Senten- 

_ ces, 


[5] 
ces, and that ought to do it againft all in ſubjection thar'incur them, Baniſh 
inſiead of Kill 2 fire he is no true Friend ro his Royal Highneſs, whatever 
he pretenis ; we will tooner admit him a True Patriot, for that he makes the 
Condition of his 1refumprive Heir fo hard, That he mult either Di- or Reign, 
a very Jadicious Advocare, and deſerves very well of his C:ient, who will re- 
member him, ſure when he comes into his Kingdom, tor bringing him into 
ſuch Danger ; I believe this Conſidering Parrior thifted himſelf in this Con- 
1dcrarion into Fr cr, wherethey have Princes of the Blood, againf whom 
no Criminal] rroceſs can be formed, nor no Artainder of Blood is admittcd, 
To the purpoſe thzr rhe mott enormous Crimes may not ſeem faults in rhoſe 
rhar participate of the Blood of that haughty Tyranny. Bur the better to 
diſguiſe himſelf, he Criminars the Parliament,calts the Houſe of Commons in 
Deriſion, Cunning Politicians that would have a new Model of Government, 
he chargeth them with afſuming a power to Depoſe rhe King, and will Con- 
clude, becauſe he will (and hopes the People wi'l take his Word for it) for no 
other reaſon in the World: thar we may as well Depole rhe King,as torccloſe a 
Preſumpuive Feir,who is a ref! umprtive Traytor, which he will call Depoling 
him,for this Ruffian-like man will not ſubmir to the common uſe of Words.and 
1s at Gefiance with Common Senfe of Mankind, and will fay it, Thar it is as 
Lawful ro Depcie the Poſleſfor of the Crown, as ro make an At of iVarliament 
{or preſerving the Life of rhe Preſent King, by diſabling the next Succellor 
that brings it in danger ; and” likens the late Houſe of Commons, upon the 
ſcore 01 their Bill of Exc'iufton, ro the Rump. ' Oh! for a Diſcoverer that 
would vring this man to Light and Shame; and thereby to Reaſon and So- 


 briery. 


Upon this weak and ſlighr colour of a Reaſon, ſee in the nexr Paragraph, 
how he lays abuur him, with what vehemency and expoſtulation ; and yer in 
his magitier1al Rant,the trifler coald no ſooner name an extravagant Bill bur 
he t}:in«s of a Box o: Gilded Pijls, which it he had been an Apothecary, as 
ſome ſay he is, by Mr /7 bbs his Doctrine of the train of Thoughts, they could 
1.-t eſcape coming together. And yer this Thinking Addreffer is not alro- 


Ectizer ſo happy in dividing and oppoſing as in compounding. For he affirms 


that toy? abour to eſtabliſh the Protetianr Religion by a Bill ro exclude the 

Fopiin Succclor, is inconfifient with the Government ; and is ro deſtro 
the verv Root and Life of Government. Burt pray Sir, for the ſake of Rea- 
ſon, tell us ? Doth the Government it ſelf, depena upon the perſon that 
Governs ? or is the Government it ſelf changed by the alteration of rhe Suc- 
celi;on? may not Governments, for kind © ſame, have different modes of 
Saccetiion?and are not the kinds of Succeſſion more than the kinds and forms 
of Government ? Can the Government be ſafe withour a Power te excludea 
} ecſon inhabil in Nature to ſupport it, or of one Principled ro deſtroy it. 
Can we imagine a Goverment which is of Humane Contrivance, to be with- 
0t a Power to preſerve it ſelf, and an Authority, in Caſes that Threaten its 
Ruine,to interpoſe with apt Remedies for irs Preſervation. Thar a Govern- 
ment made by men ſhould be left meerly ro Chance and the contingency of 
Birch, wharever happens cf inability in rhe Verſons that come under rhe ge- 
ner ale and Limitation of Succeſſion? Dorh the Excrcife of this power turn 
the Kir- om from being Hereditary to Elettve, 15 there no difference be- 
tweci ine inconvenience of Judging of rhe _Y Degrees 0! {.rfets in me 
| ra 
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ral perſons competently gqualifyed ; and the proceeding upon ovident/r.ore. 
ricty to exclude one that ct: the ſubverting of it, and the Deltruttion of 
thoſe that are ro be Governed and Proxedted, -and harh incurr'd a ſeverer 
Doom. I will hope there are very few.3n this Nation ſo ll in! ructed, [Thar 
Joth not think it in the Power of the People ro depoſe a Prince who really un- 
d:rtakes to alienate his Kingdom, . or to give it up into the hands of another 
Sovercign Yower;z Or, thart really acts the Deſtruction or the Univerſal Cala- 
mirty ot his People. The Learned. and Judicious Mr. Falkyer, than whom 
there is no Perſon of this Age with, the Church of England in greater eſteem. 
Who.truly merits the high eltcem, of all men tor his excellent Candoyr and 
I carning, In his Book called Chriſttan Loyalty, Cannot deny the right to be 
ſo upon thoſe caſcs really happening, bur is nor willing to ſuppoſe \dch Caſes 
can cvcr happen in Fat. He tells us, It any ſuch ſtrange Caſe as is propofed, 
ihoulc really happen in the World, it would have its great diſhculties. Grott- 
5 (Le tells us) rinks that in this utmoſt extremity, the: uſe of ſuch des 
fence as a laſt retuge ulti90 neceſſitaits preſs [1015 NOt to be Condemnect, Pr 0V1+ 
ded the care of the Common Good be preſerved. And it this be rrue; ſaith 
he, It muſt be upon this Ground, thar ſuch attempts of ruining do /pfo fad#s, 
enclude a diſclaiming the Governing theſe Perſons as Subjects, and conſe- 
cuently of being their Prince and King : and then norwithitanding bis Propo- 
ſition (faith he) would remain True, viz,.7at 2 75 v0! larfil non any pritence 
wa tſoevr, '0 take Arms aqa! #t e Kiro, Allthat Mr Fallacy offers in this mat- 
*cr, out of his.commendable Care and Zeal to Feace:and Government 1s,to-ar- 
gue the Caſes in Fact impoſlible, and that ſuch ſuppoiitions may be the undug 
imputations of Factious Perſons againli their Sovereign: He thinks thasPrin- 
ces may have a Conſideration of the Account they muſt give in the other 
World of their Government here : Thar they have a regard to their Honour 
and Eſtecm, and a Reſpect to their ſatery. To the quiet and ſerenity of their 
own Minds, and will avoid the Dire Ultrice: and. the Tortures of Mind that 
attend Cruelty. and the Actors of great miſchief, and by ſuch Conſiderations 
as theſe be contain'd in their Duty, But do theſe Arguments of his thar 
ſhou'd reaſonably and ordinarily do, ſecure us againſt the Oppreſſions of Po- 
rentares,give us in this juncture any Security,are theſe A rl Wt Diſſwa- 
fives or Incitements to the D.to Act our tears and give rea'iry to the Suppo- 
ſitions ? 'To any under the Principles and Counſels that guide him, already 
cnterd upon the Deſign, theſe Conſiderations will urge him to procced, and 
make our Calamity certain ; Theſe Arguments of his applyed ro us in the pre- 
ſent itate of things is like a Proteſt atio contra faFum ; and like the Sophitti- 
cal Arguments of the Stoicks, who would undertake ro prove a thing ac- 
knowledged and exiſtent and preſent ro be impoſhble. How Wild then and 
Tranſporred mult this Patriot ſeem, who will undertake co argue the Bill guil- 
ty ot the Higheil Iniquity and Injuitice, Arraign the Greatelt and Belt part of 
the Nation, al;ure them to anſwer it ar his Tribunal, Challenge us (for fo 
his Expoſtulations and Enquiries of us doth import) with Jatenvions.to over- 
reach Providence, and rhart we deſpair of rhe Juſtneſs of. our Caule or the 
Goodneſs of God. And he tells us, Thar God doth not want our Wickedneſs 
to fultil his Holy Will : We anſwer, how far rhe Providence of God will aſſiſt 
us in this undertaking we know not ; it is not ney in the World for the moi? 
Righteous Cauſcs to be unproſperous, we are only to do our Duty, and leave 
the Iſſue and Event thereot to his All Wiſe Providence, Bui we know, and 
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[5] 
are moſt | aſſured of the Juſtneſs- of the undertaking, and we have avood 
hope in the goodnels of God, rhat he will ſacceed ir, tor rhar herein We art 


doing nothing thar is evil, bur fulfilling his Holy and Good Will; { may 


not that we are certain ro obrain whar we defire and purſue : Bur it is the 
Will of God concerning us, (who hath left us in the hands of our own Coun- 
cil, and hath not told us, That he will ſave us by a Miracle :) thar we lhould 
be Loyal to'our Sovereign, zealoully love that excellent Religion and that ex- 
cellent Government that his Grarious Providence hath eſtabliſhed amongſt us 
by Law : And alfo thar we defire and endeayourby Law to dilable a profeſt 
Enemy both ro'our Religion and Government, from getting into the Throne , 
that he be not by' that advanrage of Power,enabled to effe@ his purpoſe Bur 
weare reſolved that we will not call that Deſign Evil, though it do not ſuc- 


 - ceed;/or think that we are not doing the Holy Will of God,though we ſhould 


be unpro{perous therein and wirhour ſucceſs: If there was an Oracle to Con- 
ſult, we would not know what the Succefs ſhould be, leaſt 'our Virtue ſhould 
loſe its Glory. No brave man, but would deſpiſe all Auguries, when he is to 
Contend' for his Countrey, and things more precious to him than his Life. 
Sortileors Egeant 4155.) | This Falſe Patriot takes Sanctuary in his Revolt from 


Publick Intereſt, and he rhinks he is Swimming to Shore wirh his Plank be- - 


fore a Wreck, and will fly the Danger before it approaches : bur we will do 
ourDury, weather the Storm ſecure of rhe event, for the. goodneſs of the 
Cauſe makes us hopeful, and we will Tryumph in our Integrity though dif- 
appointed. Of any orher Will of God, fave whar is his Will for us ro do, as 
Cirizens, Souldicrs or Martyrs, we are not fojlicirous to know. ; 
The Noble tom, when adviſed by his Friend Labrenzs ro Conſult the Ora- 
cle of Fupiter 4mmoy , as to the event of the War in which he was then en- 


gaged, Thus anſwered him, | 


Guid Pnzri Labiene Jnbes an hb:r in armis. 
Occnhuiſſe vil. m potines quam Regna videre ? 

An noctat vis u'!la bono 2 fortunaque perdat 
Orpiſita virtute memes ? Landandaque velle 

Sit ſatis f' Ft nnnquan: ſucceſſu creſcit Honeſtum ? 
Scimus * has nibis non altius inſeret Ammon. 


I do but right ro my Countrymen, to bear my publick Teſtimony, that 
their generous and Godly Reſolutions are agreeable ro this Noble Reman. But 
that done; I will calmly tell him, That weare in a Legal method allowed by 
the Government, contending for its preſervation by rhe Bill of Exclufion,and 
that moſt certainly he can have no right againſt a Law (for ſuch it will be, 
when that Bill hath the Royal Aſſent)to any thing that he ſhall forfeit there - 
by : and whether ſuch a Law is not moſt righteous, ler God, Angels and 
Men Judge. And here it will not be amiſs to admonith this Patrior, Thar 
no man hath a Right ro any thing from God and Nature (to uſe his Words 
which he uſeth, bur doth not underſtand of what Import and Value 
they are in this place) for the Rights of Property are of poſitive and Civil 
Appointment and Inſtitution: No man can have, or is entiricd to any thing, 
but whar, and as the Laws allots it to him, They deſign whar is Right, Whar 
Wrone,and whar is Injury and Theft,and the I aw of God both in the R 


\calon 
and Nature of man as well as by expreſs Revelation forbids it. Nc natura 
poteſt juſtum ſecernere ab inq10. £ _ | 
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Mon make Governments, and God Commanids ns to obey them, yea, God 
Commands us in our Nature, to form our ſelves into Governments. For 
that Maniind cannot tollcrably ſubſiſt without them. Whar is greatly con- 
venient and promotes the Happinels of men. theretore ſeems to be Command- 
el, and thereby a poſitive 1.aw 0! God 1) NACUrC 18 declared. Whar is or 
would bc greatly miſchievous ro mankind, it generally permitted, is therefore 
underiico. by us prohibited, The Miſchief declares rhe thing forbidden, and 
is the indication ofa Negative Precept or prohibirory Law.The pleaſure and 
{\tis{action of mind that men take in being beneiicient and agreable co, 
and deſerving well of their own kind ; The rcinorics, ſhame, fear and regret 
that men necefſarily ſufer trom the ſenſe of their own actions, when they are 
cflen{ive, uncyual and unreaſonable, are the Sanctions ot the Laws of Nature, 
and arc truly the Rewards and Puniſhments of God in Nature, fo that Anar- 
chy, which is the moſt intollerable flare of Mankind, a ſtate of War and Vj- 
olcnce, unreaſonable Pailion and unbounded Appetite, ſeems to be the moſt 
forbidden thing by God in Nature, Bur Government, becauſe it makes men 
ccoual and reaſonable, Jult and peaccable, kind and benehcent, or finds them 
ſo. encourageth them to be ſo, and protects them in Leing ſo; ſcems to be 
the moll principal Inſlitution and Appointment of God in Nature, for that i 
is recommended to us by all that which conduces to our happineſs. And thus, 
and ſor this reaſon are Kings and Governors fail to haye their Authority from 
God, and therefore Government is called 5 {4-4 , Rem. 13 2 Gods Ordi- 
nance.. Bur the forms of Governments, the Perſons of the Governors,the Or- 
der of Succeſſion, their reſpeCtive Powers and Miniſtrys arc of Mans appoint- 
ment, And agrecable hereunto, Government is called «30% #711: or a Hu- 
mane Creature. 1 Petey 2, 13. 24. to Which the Apoſtle enjoyns us ro be Obe- 
.. dient for the T.ords ſake, and in Conſcience of our Duty to God. 

Agrcable hereto is that Noble Tradition amongſt the Jews of the ſeven 
Precepts giv n by Gbd to the Sons of Ne1h, that is toall Mankind, for from 
him we all ſecondarily derive, in which the great Title of the Law of Nature 
are declared, and to which all the Nations of the World were obliged : one 

of which is D: F:/:c11s. The Words of the Precepr,which is the Seventh,are no 
more, ſignitying that rhe Law of Nature or the Will of God in Nature, doth 
command us to ſive in Politys and under Governments. This Law was 91 
ven or dcclared to all Mankind, when they were in a State of Narure, before 
Governments were conllitated, and by thar Law of Nature, obliged to form 
themſelves into Societies, ro enter into mutual Obligations ro ſtand ro, and 
abi.le rhe common meaſures of Law, and to aflift and ſubmit to rhe Sentences 
and Decrees of common Judicarures. Thefe were the 6rſt Caths of Algi- 
ance thar were taken in the World, tut when a ſingle perſons was enrral:ed. 
with rhe exccutive power of I aws,they twore thisAllegiance ro him;For in ail 
regular Governments (as it 18 in this of ours} the King commands norhing 
| bur according 15 the Preſeript and Formula's of T.aw: And the whole bufine!s 

ot Governmen, as between rhoſe thar are to be Governed, is making Laws, 
and exccuting them in a due Adminiſtration of Juſtice. Ke 

' As Corollaries ro wharas'faid, T fthall add, frit That Mercenary Geards 
«re very unnaturalio Governments,as they ſcem upon the foregoing Reaſons, 
robe infiitauted and ap-ointed by God in Nature, which receive confirmation 
from the Trwition and Doctrine ofthe Jews(the beit inſtruted Narjon inthe 
World in the Nin of God )tor that the whole body and power of the Govern- 
met or Polity are bound to fee the Law and'Reſults of rheir conymon )udica- 
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rures obey'd, and are amply ſu cient for that purpoſe. So that the head of the! 
Polity, by the poſſe po9uls, being molt bord" » inftcued to excciite the Lavys , 
Mercenary Guards feem intended and defigned, by thoſe that employ tlie to 
execute matters illegal and extrajudicial ; or at be they make a very hard caſc 
upon the Pcople, that they muſt ſupport a great charge, and pay a great price for 
jealouſies and fears, | — 

Secondly, That by rhe natural Obligation of the Ancient Oath of Allegiance, 
every member of the Polity is bound torelit and ſubdue all extrajudicial Lorces, 
riotous and routous Aſſemblies. __ 

But the nature of Government and its true original hath been prejudic*d by an 
unhappy miltake that hath long ſince invaded the World; men,that underſtand no- 
thing but words, and Grammar Divines, that without contervplating God's At- 


tributes, or the natureof man, or the reaſonableneſs of moral Precepts, have un- 


dertaken to declare the ſenle of Scriptures ; 1nd inferr that the Soveraign Power is 
not of Humane Inſtitution, but of Divine Appointment, becauſe they find it there 
Written, That by hiz Kzngs Reign, imagining thar when the Scripture ſaith, God 
commands, ordoth this, that God commanded it by expreſs Words, or doth it by 
an immediate poſition of the thing done. Whereas in Nature his commands arc 
nothing Þut the Natural light Cod hath beftowed upon mankind : likewiſe Gods 
doing a thing is only the courſe of natural and ſecond cauſes, ro which, becauſc 
God gives the Direction Or Motion, he both doth and is {aid to do all that is 
done. Beſides all the precepts that God gives us, that are agrecable to tlie Law 
of Nature, muſt be underſtood, as Nature and Reaſon doth dire#, Videtwr Lex 
Det idem diff as quod nitura, ita acciph quomodo ipſa natura accipiendum monſtrat, 1'(i 
adlatur aliquid Expreſſis, Grotius Comment. fol. r21. The Laws of © od, that 
confirm the Laws of men, innovate nothing but a new Obligation to obſerve them, 
but Only as Commanded and Intended by thoſe that made them. And conle- 
quently all Humane Conſtitutions and Covernments muſt be ſubſervient and obſe- 
quious to their own intentions. Omres res condite famulantur wvite humane : 
Every form of Government 15 of our Creation and not Gods, and mult comply 
with the ſafety of the people in all that it can, without its own diſſolution : 


And was never intended unalterable, or at leaſt inflexible, but was intended and: 


made under reſervations, reaſonable exceptions of unforeſeen accidents, and rare 
contingencies in Humane affairs. And the Law of God, thar comes in Conhr- 
mation and Eſtabliſhment of Humane Inſtitutions and Laws, binds only accord- 
ing to their natures and intendments. How unreaſonable therefore are the Tragi- 
cal exaggerations of the Conſiderer, making it the molt heinous Wickednels, and 
the molt crying Injuſtice to alter that which in its own nature is alterable, and 
by an act of the Government to exclude the D. from the Succeſſion, asa perſon un- 
fit and unſafe to be entruſted with the Government (though in the general Or- 
der thereof, he was thereto deſigned) beſides that he hath. forfeited that kind of 
right that he had by that general appointment. Ts this, faith he, the way of 
e{tabliſhing the Proteſtant Religion ? he ſaith, This is exaQtly to follow the toot- 
ſteps of that Monſter of Ingratitude, the Wicked Jeroboam, who after God of 
his Infinite Goodneſs had raiſed him-from nothing, and eſtabliſhed him Monarch 
of the Ten Tribes of 1/7ael, yet was he fo miſtruſtful of God's power in preſer- 
ving his Kingdom for the Future, that he thought nothing could ſecure it, but. 
his own accurſed Policy. Our Conſiderer ſeems to have a high value for Rule 
and Domination, otherwiſe he would not have called the Advancement of 
crobaam to Rule by Ulurpation, an eftet of the Infinite Goodneſs of God. Oo 

| thele 


[14 ] 
theſe Words were put in, to make that ſtory of Jeroboam parallel to our caſe : 
and he intends thereby to Remember us of the little power that the Reformed 
Religion ſometimes had, perhaps in the time of Queen Mary, and to charge 
upon the Proteſtant Religion, and reproach it with a Revolt and unuſtifiable 
Schiſmatical depirture from the Church of Roe in the time of Queen Elizaberh, 


and the acquiring and poſſeſſing it ſelt of the Government : And. now, Behold 


the Man ! now you know him and his Religion, and how hr he is to otter Con- 
ſiderations for the D. againſt the Bill. But ſhortly, to deſtroy his parallel, he 
may know, That the Reformation did only aſlert and reaſſume the Rights of 
the Crown, uſarpt by the Biſhop of Rome ; we did reform the Religion of our 
Churchto primitive Chriſtianity, from which the Church of Roe had ſeduc'd 


- 116, bur therein we uſed no other power than what belongs to every Church, 


to reform it {elf, we were never of Right and Duty ſubje*t to the Chrch of 
Poms, The never Righttully had any Authority over us : and therefore we 
could not {chiſmatically revolt from her, nor are parallet at all in this, to 
J-r2hoam , Though this man wall compare us to him, and thereby "yl 
charge us with monſtrous Ingratitude to God, and accurſed policies : Fecaule 
we will.not again give up our Civil Rights to the Tyranny of Rowe, nor loſe 
apain the true Chriſtian Religion, in the Superſtitions and corrupt Doctrines of 
that Church, and becauſe we will not forbear to uſe that power which is law- 
ful ro every Government. Except this be his meaning, and he himſelf a Pa- 
pit, he might with as much pertinency have told any other ſtory of Tero- 


| bor, or of any other of the Kings of Iſrael and Judah .in the Books of the 


K7inrs or Chronicles, Or of Belteſhazzar or Nebuchadonoſor, Yenacherib, Abaſterns 
or Holofern:s or Antiochus, or any other King or Name in {tory Sacred or 
Prophane, Of all theſe he could not have found out any thing more unlike 
to have compared with us : To have remarked himſelf for a man of Great 
Conſiderations. For Jeroboam corrupted the true Worſhip of God to ſupport 
an Uſurped Crown. But the Deſign of the Bill againſt which he Declaims, is to 
{upport a Lawful Government and the beft Religion, by a Legal AQ of thar 
Government. So that we will Invert that Woe which he pronounceth againſt 
us out of the Prophet ; Moe unto him that buildeth his Honſe by Unriobteouſnef,, 
and his Chambers by Wrons,, Into a Woe again(t himſelf, Woe nato him that put- 
geth Evil for Good, and Darkneſs for light, and cafteth a ſtumbling Block before his 
Neiohbour. But in what follows of this Writer of Conſiderations, I doubt me 
whether he doth not a& the part of a {corning Atheilt, for that he would' per- 
{wade the World trom all care and regard of Religion, by telling us, Ir is able 
to ſhift for it ſelf, it being the Work of Gods own Hand. His Atheiſtical 
{corn and low valuation of the true Chriſtian Religion is further very notori- 
ous and remarkable, for that he makes the Eſtabliſhment thereof angong(t us 
to be ſuch a hke work of the Almighty Hand of God, that eſtabliſhed Tero- 
box in the Kingdom of Iſrael. O thou Inſerſatus Galata, to return thy own ex- 
clamation which thou uſeſt againſt thy own honeſt and diſcerning Countrey- 
nen, upon thy ſtupid ſelf; for who, I pray you, but a ſenſeleſs man, would com- 
pare a providential permiſſion of the revolt of the Ten Tribes for the ſins of 
David, and the {ins and Oppreſſions of Solomon : to which the people were 
Prepared by the Exactions, Oppreſſions and riotous Reign of Solomon and his 
Succefſour Rehoboam, to the Work of the Reformation, which was the deli- 
very and reſtoring to it ſelf the Goſpel of Chriſt, and his true Religion ( which 
was ſpoiled and depraved by the Chnrch of Rome) for the benefit I doubt not 
of 


Ids 
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ot all the Ages of Viankind to the end of the World ; againſt which the Gates ol 
He]! ſhall not prevail; and which we in defpicht of the Roc Succetlor thai! 
ſee yet fourth in this Land. Burt we mult -not expect, though God did tirii 
Ptant his Church by Miracles in Nature, and demon(trations of the Spirit 0 
Power, by the wonderful Gitts of the Holy Ghott, and by the Spirit of Glor, 


J * ) v8 : I %* my SY WM 
reſting upon the Primitive Martyrs of th: Holy Faith, and did reſtore the Purity 


of the Chriſtian Faith by a Miraculous Providence and the Spirit of Maityrdoni, 
winch we are now peacefully and Legally poſſeſſed of; I fav, we have no rcaton to 
expect Wonders for our preſervation when it ſeems to be in our own hands: Not 
ought we to ſubject the profeſſors of the True Religion again to Slaughtets, Fire 
and Faggor, Tortures, Inquifitions and Mafſacres. Ler us not think that our Co 
vernment, as1t hes in Hiſtory, and our Laws in Books and Parliament Rolls(whict 
will eaſtly fuer an Index expuroatorins and make no complaint, ) can detend us 
and it againi{t the Inſtruments and Engins deligned for its {ubverſion in the Plot, 
and the powers that have been long addrefling to that purpoſe, and are now at lei- 
ſure to execute what we know is defigned againſt us, better than we can make 
out and diſcover: This Expreſſion, I know, would ſcarce pals for ſenle in any 
other Age or Matter, but we live in an Age of Myltery and Prodigy, producins 
things monſtrous and unnatural,and our Language mult be agreeable to the thinss 
we ſpeak of. : ; 
The True Patriot proceedsand aibrms, That it is an unwarrantable Attcinpr, 
and a point wichout example or preſident, ro Depoſe a Prince tor nor complying 
with his people 1n Religion : I appeal to all thar ſhall read him, whether * ap- 
pears to be a man of Reading, enough to warrant him to pronounce a general Ne- 


gative in this matter ? Bur by this time there 1s nothing ſo extravag ine but 


you will allow agreeable to rhe man, I believe immodetty is the unhappy Vice 
and Fate of his Nature, for no man ever arrived to the like Degree in 1t before 
him, you mult not 'ask what he means by a point without example or preſident, 
or why he purs us a point that is not in our Caſe ? and (till will be talking of de- 
Doſing a Prince, for this man oweth no account of his matters. But thoi! Falle 


Confſiderer ; So Loyal Iam, That I would nor have that point in the Caſe tor halt 
' Tam worth. Ou ; 


But pray why thus impertinent? why doſt thou fend us to 4ſa and Maxchh, 


ervboam, Reboboam, Teh! and Joram, Aſa and his Mother, and Az aria, We know little » 


of the Jews their Conſtitution (fave that God kept ſome remains of his Theocracy 


over them, which he adminiſtred by his Prophers, whom he Commilſioned to 


ExauQtorateand anoint Kings) their Hiſtories are ſhort; but belides, every Na- 
tion is to be governed by their own Laws, and there are as many kinds almol? 
of Governments as thereare Governments, we are not warranted by their Preſi- 
dents, nor to be Juſtified or Condemned by them ; but we mult Stand or Fall to 
our own Laws. But let this Patriot know that our caſe will never be Crone», 
(as he reproacheth us,) and we will not, neither can we ſtand in need of any Apo- 
logy that would ſerve either for the Rymp or him, 


Neither will we O Man of ſmall Conſideration make uſe in our defence of thc 
Papiſts excluding the King of Nawarr, a Proteſtant King in France: No more than 
we will allow the Frezchto murder a Proteſtant Miniſter, becauſe we execute a 
Ceditious Traiterous Roman Prieſt: No more than we can allow in others, or jult1- 
fe in our ſelves to perſecnte difſenting Proteſtants, whoſe Principies are peace- 
able and obedient to Covernours : Becauſe we duly ſharpen our Laws and exact 


the Severity of them againſt the Papitts, the ſworn enemy to all Religions ns 
D'Y thr 
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. ' F 
thcir own, and to all mankind upon the ſcore thereof, How grolly therefore is L 
that of the Apoitie mulepplyed, ﬀ. hoſoever thou art O man that jadgeſt another ? for 
doth a oublick Exccurtioner incurr the Judgement of ſhedding mans Blood, for 
CXecuting a Sentence againſt a Murderer. Thou man of Obſervation mayſt poſſibly 
know what kind of Bealts we muzzle and tye up. ; 
ie obſerves for our Imitation, That the Orthodox did not Depoſe the Arriaz 
Emperours, we ought undoubtedly to initate them therein; for that no man, 
much lef' x Prince, ought to lole any right for a ©peculative Error, or meer mil- 
belicf: But only for Wicked 1 raQtices and Opinions that promote, exciteand cn- 
courage them. But it is alſo very obſervable, which the Confiderer, by his men- 
tion of «1:4 the Emperour in this place, gives me occafion to otter : That the 
Behaviour of the Church towards the Pagan Roman Emperors, was much difftercnr 
from that which they bare to Julia, who ſucceeded to © hriftian Emperors, was E- 
ducateda © hriſtian,and ſometimes borea place in the Church;for whereas theApa- 
itles had enjoyned the Chriftians to pray for the Pagan Emperors, though attual 
Perſecuters of the Church ; yet the whole Church did Curſe and Anathematize 
Tulian with an Anathcina guo Derss rogatriy ut aliquem e medio tollat, In Tulianum ci 
defectrom an (eret machinationes everteudi Chriſtianiſmi tſa eſt Eccleſia iſto extreme no- 
ceſſitatis ti to ex 4 Dev et exaudita, Grotius in Luc. Cap. 6. Verl. 12. I will not 
trouble rhe Reader with more Quotations to this purpoſe, the Authority of this 
Greit 1m. is mor.. than ten Witneſſes, And for what he lays down generally, 
tht the Orihovox did not De2ule the 47772 Emperors : I muſt remember him 
out of Socrates uno Ecclefiaſticil cluorian, Lib. 2. Cap. 38. Gr. when the Souldiers 
of Corio, us the arrizn Emperour were by his Command ſent toenforce them to 
become Ar: 1215, thy took Arms m del uce of their Protefſion of Religion, how ju- 
ſtibable therein] 1vill not now DNilcou: {c. Bur this may be ſaid, That the Chriſti- 
an Religion with ivdi.)44cricy toall Sects was made the Religion of the Empire by 
linperial Reſcripis, and ail Chriſtians had thereby a Civil Right to a freeand 


undiſturbed 'rotefſion of their Religion 1n their ſeveral Perſwafions : For Conſt ar- 
tine the { reat carried fo indifferent an hand between the Contending Parties, that 

Ic endeavoured to make Peace rather by filencing the Diſputes, than by Determij- 
ning thc Controverlie ; Worthy of the imitation of the Guides of Chriſtendom, 
and the my means of 1cecing the Reformed Religion” from being depraved by the 


Jarecn aid »ivberth oi rhe Sectaries. 

li the Cro. n ſhould devolve upon the Romzaz Succeſſor, it would require Con- 
Iideration, whether we could juſtitic the Dethroning of him, though the French 
Papult could not be juſtityed 1n rejecting the King of Navarr. 

Bur this untrue Patriot ſhifts his Cauſe from what it is, to what it is not, That 
he ;nay have ſome C olour to inveigh againſt the True Patriots, far moreexcellent © 
and righteous than himſelf ; and 0 ſome umbrage to bctray the beſt Religion 
aud t':c belt Government, while he pretends with falſe Hypocrihe to ſupport them. 
But] am glad to find inthee at leaſt one grain of Sen{e. an Honeſty, he faith well 
( to do hin __ That is the beſt Refinion that gives every one his Due. But 
he muſt conlider farther, to the Confuſion of the Cauſe he Advocates, That to 
give every one his Due, is, To adminiſter Defence to the Innocent, andby Au- 
thority of Law to ſubdue the aggreſſors of Mankind, how great and mighty o- 
ever they be; for they that are mighty Offenders, ought in proportiog to be migh- 
tily puniſhed : Fat Juſtitiatherefore, as he ſaith, Rua Calum, tor topuniſh, much 
leſs, to lay a reſtraint upon evil perſons, 1S zot to do «wil that £00d may come of it, 
which he would impute to the proceedings in Parliament againſt the DUR, ox 

which 


\ EXT'1 
which he mult be ſelf condemned, for I cannot take him for a Germs» Anabap- 
tiſt. And now we find this Conſiderer complaining of ſome Pamphlcteers, that 
Write ridiculouſly ſophiſtical and unreaſonable Reaſons, Thar tell ſtories (he 
faith) of Edgar Athelin, Hilliamthe C onguervur, Arthur Plantagin:t and King Joby, 
that write Antichriftian and Fanatical Logick, never heard of, until the Spirit ot 
Belial reveal'dit to Oliver and the Rapp, I believe, it there beany ach Pamphler, 
this Pamphleteer is the Author of it, or ſome of his Complices ; to the purpole 
that there might ſcem ſome one worſe than his own, andthat he might be able ro 
quarrel with, and confute, and do advantage to his bad cauſe by ſome worle 
reaſonings than he would ſeem to be Maſter of, or than his cauſe is capable of, 
which is not capable of a good one. But what he ſayes cannot poſſibly be true of 
any Pamphlet ; but rather than he will not be ſlandering, he will Nander himſelf, 
and bely the Devil ; tor obſerve, he ſaith, They uſe Fanatical Logick, and Anti- 
chriſtian Logick ; The true Fanaticks being impatient of the reſtraints of Reaſon, 
and to be confin'd to ſober ſenſe, call Logick and Reaſoning by that which they | 
would ſeem moſt to hate, Anticariſtian, The True Antichriftians and Papiſts be- 


ing impatient of the light reproof and Diſcovery of Reaſon, call ſound Reaſon Fa- 


naticiſm, But our Writer 1s ſo vengeancely angry with reaſoning, that with the 
ſame breath he calls Logick for the ſake of Reaſon, Antichriftian and Fanatical 
too : And renders himſelf ſuſpeQed of being an Antichriſtian Fanatick ; 
and yet any one may fee, that it is not the thing it felf that he is thus an. 
gry with, but the name of Logick that he thus expoſcth ; tor what it is he knows 
not, he ſeems to think it comes by Inſpiration, and that there are two ſorts of 
Logick, , one ggod, but he is not acquainted (for all that appears ro us) with the 
Spirit from whence that is.derived ; and another bad, whuch he ayes, is inſpired 
by the Spirit of Beli4/'; whereas moſt certainly there is no ſuch Devil amongſt all 
th Orders of the Apoſtate Angels : ſons of Belza/ I have heard of indeed, that 
did Evil without profit, without Dngy, for evils ſake, but theſe are ſuch men as 
need no Tempter, for they will be Wicked without a Tempter, according to the 


fatal propenlions of their vitious Natures, and are not to be managed by the Devil 


himſelf; and to this ſort of men doth our Pamphleteer ſeem ſomewhat to approach, 
for that he is an unnaccountable Tranſgreſſor ; no reaſon can begiven of him, why 
heſhould with ſo much ſeeming earneſtneſs concern himſelf to perſwade the peo- 

le to abandon to an utter neglect thoſe things that of all others are of moſt va- 
Fe to them, their Religion, Government, Lives and Liberries and Eſtates : To- 


 peiſwade a whole Nation to lay violent hands upon themſelves , to cut their 


own Throats, to burn themſelves alive and their Houſes, and to deſtroy them- 
ſelves,their Wives and Children, bodies and ſouls too for conſcience ſake. That 
there can be a ſubje& not ſubje& to Laws ; and that Offences that cannot be rated, 
becauſe their Miſchiefs are infinite, for that very reaſon muſt not be puniſhed ; 


and he would have us reckon it a fin of the molt heinous Nature to puniſh the 


Oftender with a diminution only in his power to do thoſe evils which are moſt no- 
toriouſly by him deſigned, and will beefteRted by means of his own making and 
cauſing, if he hiroſelf Thouli relent, and refuſe to execute them. If in this age of 
Licence, immodeſty coutdentitle any manto bea ſon of Belia/, our Writer of Con- 
fiderations might fairly pretendto it, who is immodeſt for impudence fake, which 
ſpends it ſelfin waſte,and cannot effeCt any thing but the expoling it ſelf. In ſaying 
this, I ſhould think my ſelf very ſevere, but that he hath publiſhed his own {hame ; 
and if I would, it is not in my power to cover it : But he hath not ſhewed the worlt 
of himſelf yet, he attempts further upon the Underſtanding of the people, he will 
have us believe that we owe Allegianceto Be Preſumptive Heir, that we have as 

| Fe many 
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many Kings as Princes of the Blood, and that a Son hath a Right to his Tarl e-4 
Eſtate bctore he is Dead; for the probable Succeſſor can have no more Right tg 
the eJett of the Oath of Allegiance, than the Eldeit Son to receive rhe Prolits of 
his Fathers Eſtate without his leave in his Fathers Life time, If this Gentle- 
- mans Father had had any Land, he would have underſtood the difference be- 
tween his Right to the Land after his Fathers Death, and his Hopes and-PoTihi- 
Iity only to have it during his Fathers Life. The word Heir is joyned with Suc 
celſor in the Oath of Allegiance, to ſignifie, That it means Hears 1n the proper 
ſenſe, which is ſuch that ſucceed to the Inherirance ; and nor fuch that are iy 
expettancy or poſſbility of having the Inheritance, who are irproperly and equi. 
vocally fo called : And though the thing is ſo plain, that every rm»n as well as 
the Lawyers agree what is faid ; yet my Lord Cooke,tor ſaying the fame, is called by 
this Gentleman,”Silly and Ridiculous, Fallacious and Impertinent, The Lawyers 
tell me, that it 15 a Rule in the Law, Nor eſt heres viventis ; that is, No man can 
have an Heir while ke lives ; and they likewile ſay of all the Rega/z [arts There 
15 not one of greater extent and fule than this , that it hath Governed Ten Thoyu- 
ſand Caſes near upon in the Common Law, and they withal aſſure me, that not- 
lm amers 29 Man (amongſt other Civil Terms)calls the Lord Cooke Fallacious; 
they firmly believe, if a Fee had been offered to him of the value of his Eſtate, 
which is about 200000 /. he would not have Signed an Opinion with a videtuy 
to the contrary, but he 1s reſolved that all mankind ſhall be miſtaken, and he will 
call their reaſonings in this matter what he pleaſeth, New Machiavellian Logick, a 
word that diſhoneſtly he took up, on purpoſe to expoſe the Bill to the Vulpgar, ima- 
gining in his Profound Conſideration, that ſome of the Multitude will, upon the 
hearing of Mach:avellian, fall thereupon into an unwitting diſlike of the Bill ; Nay, 
he will conclude an Heir Apparent tobe an Heir, becauſe he could not be Heir 
Apparent, unleſs he were an Heir, when the Word Apparent and the Word Pre- 
ſumptive more cſpecially joyned to Heir, is a Term of Abatement or Negatize, and 
diſtinguiſheth him from being a real Heir, and ſpeaks him no Heir, but only one 
In a near poſſibility of On ſo? But ſayes te, It is a manifeſt Contradicticn for 


one tobe Heir apparent, and not to be Heir; as 1t 1s to bea Learned Manand no 


Man, Prius eſt eſſe qam eſſe tale, T wiſh we had his Name, that we may mark the 
moſt abſurd reaſoningsby it, for the everlaſting honour of this Pretender to Rea-. 
loning and Diſcourſe. We all know that the Word Heir is a Name to deſign a 
perſon under ſuch a Relation and reſpet, and imports nothing of entity, and we 
may uſe our own abſtract Terms properly or improperly , and without any corre- 
{pondent reality to an equivocal ſenſe : But he adds Profaneneſs to his Levity, and 
as if the Holy Scriptures were writ to ſo trifling a Deſign, as to be an Oracular Dj- 
ctionary and Infallible Nomenclature, he tells us how the Word Heir is uſed in 
&cripture, when the Holy Writers formed their Language by the vulgar idioms 
amonegl{t the people of the Jews, and never intended to write Law Caſes, much 
leſs rodeclare the Common Law of Exglazd, or imagined that their Stile ſhould be 
produced to expound our Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy. A 
Bur now, thou Vain Conſiderer, wilt thou hence conclude, that the Duke of 
Tork 15 Heir and Succeſſor That we now owe him Faithand Allegiance, that he 
1s already inthe Throne, and that this Bill though it pretends only to forcloſe Him, 
doth 25 Depole Him ? Eo 
Ir is inſufferable, that this man ſhould impute to the Houſe of Commons, and 
the beſt pzople of Enz/ard, Diabolical Fiftion, the worſt of all Jeſuitical Equivo- 
cations, and ot endeayouring to make a colour to their perfidious and perjuriovs 
| deal- 
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dealings = for theſe Reaſons only, Becauſe we will not UhiRR, Or tail ou? {els 
ro have lworn Allegnnceto the Duke of Tort, when we twore it to the King : 16 
cauſe we will not allow that a Parliament of Ez 


—2 
! 
—4 


Commons, have no more to do with our Govern nent, than rhe Pope of {Rowe 


Or that che Pope harh as much power to Depole one of the Kings, 5 the: Parlt- 


2ment hath ro puniſha molt Obnoxions SubjeX: This he dares Addrets to tc 
King, and publiſh to the World. 

He proceeds to preſiime and tell us, That this at lea!t muſt be Eranted , that 
whoſoever 15 by Blood next Heir to the Crown, we are by our Oath vbliged betore 


Gould to bear him Faith and true Allegiance; Nay, to Delend him againlt all Ar- 


tempts, until he is diſ-inherited by Aft of Parliament : and theretore faves ke, 
Vharſoever we do againſt lim, betorerhis Act be fully eſtabliſhed, is 4 violation 
of our Oath, and therefore rhe very attempt of Voring and PaTing this Bill, 
makes the Actors and Ahettors, Perjurers before God and the World. 

Sure it will he allowed, that this Gentleman is miſtaken, ſure he doth not in- 
tend to ſpeak Treaſon, but hatha way of ſpeaking which he will uſe by h-v{cli, 
and will make Words ftand for what he hath a mind to, which Will and Pleaſure 
of his, this peremptory abſolute man thinks hinſelf not bound to explain, though 


to fave his Neck, if he ſhould be Indifted therefore of Treaſon , which I delire 


he may, and We hs too, -for the better clearing rhe matter if it be poſſble,, 


» by, o _— 
how we are now hound to bear Faith and true Allegiance ro the Duke : But 


| he will ſooner be Hanged, than make our how a thing may be done Lawfuliy, 


which is not Lawftl to go about : That the Duke of 70-4 may be lawfully Diſin- 


heritcd, but the Voring and Paſſing of the Bill mult be Perjury ? May nor he that is 


bound by an Oathto pay money, defire a releaſe from the Dcbr withour Perjury ? 
Cannot all Civil Debts, Duties and ContraQs, rhough confirmed by Oath, be dil: 
charged by the Intereſted perſon, to whom the Duty 1s to be pertormed, and lor 
whoſe Benefit the Contratt 1s made? May not Kings, by renouncing their Go- 
vernments, make the Oath of Allegiance ceale to all effects of Obligation? And 
canitot an Attof Parliament that (ha!l diſable a Succeſſor, cqually prevent it from 


adxquate, and eons to the Intent and End of the propoſing ane requiring it : 
and in alels proper ſenſe ſo, and yet this 
Conſiderer (who if he be not a perfett Atheiſt, and ſerves a turn in this Paper, 


. . . . FR » . : . Put 6 . . . | : , 
mom time he 1s equivocating the King out of his Throns {hitting the Duxe 1- 
| E .2 | 77, 
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to his place, by an zquivocal Abuſe of the word : the courſeſt ſight that ever 
was of by any Hocus Pocus, Or any Preteader to Legerdemarn. a, 04. 
And yet upon the Confidence of theſe weak and miſtaken Reaſonings, he pre- 
lumes toarraign the Houſe of Commons of the greateſt Injuſtice and Iniquity, 
1nd would have us apprehend Slavery the Arbitrary and Deſpotical Power of Par- 
laments. The loſs of all Security either of Property or Liberty by a prevailing 
Faction of Parliament, which he will be able to efteCt at the ſame time when he 
can perſwade us to diſſolve the Polity , and exchange the beft and fateſt Govern- 
ment intoan Anarchy. To be without Judges for fear of unrighteous Senten- 
ces; and without a Power of Legiſlation, for fear of Laws of Iniquity. But it "is 
not a new thing for obnoxious Criminals and Out-laws to turn Rebelsagainſt Go- 
vernment. _ opt 

What this man is, and what the Cauſe 1s he Sues is declared ſufficiently, 
in that he hath no better ways of Adyocation and Defence than by Oppoſing and 
Reviling the Government it {elf ; and he that dares revile the Government, would, 
ii he had Power, Deſtroy it. OR” : 

[n that he calls the major part of the Houſe of Commons, a Prevailing Fattion, 
[ Challenge him Guilty of the Higheſt Treaſon, of a Treaſon not only againſt 
this Government, but of a tranſcendent Treaſon, of a Treaſon virtually againſt 
all mankind, for that we cannot ſubſiſt without Polities, and no Polities can ſub- 
{iſt but by deference to the reſults of theGoverning Power, which 1s Interpretatively 
inthe re{olves of the major part. I: es 

But he proceeds to queſtion, whether,by the Conſtitutions of this Government, 
the Parliament can extend their power to ſhut out the Duke from ſucceeding to 
the Crown ; for admitting ( he means ) That it is Juſt, which we will nor accept 
of as a voluntary conceſſion of this Conſiderer (for that it doth appear not only 
Juſt, but highly neceſſary, to exclude the Duke by Bill ) he will then draw it into 
fps Whether there be any competent power in the Government for doing a 
thing not only juſt, but abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation of the King and 
Kingdom ? Whether there be any Subject too great for Juſtice, or any private 
Right that is not governable, and may not be ordered as to the Legiſlature ſhall 
ſeemnecellary to the preſervation of the whole? Whether that which is proper- 
ly the Rigs ot the Community ( for ſo is the Succeſſion) may receive no altera- 
tion in a ſingle inſtance, for the Weightieſt Reaſons ? and whether he thatdeclares 
that he will not Govern, but Deſtroy , and doth virtually renounce the Govern- 


ment, may not be left out of the Succeſſion ? This is the true ſtate -of the Queſti- 


on, and the Queſtion thus ſtated, gives its own ſolution ; And who, except thoſe 
ot the Conſpiracy, do not fo ſtate it, and allow it ? | OE 
As to his Quettion, Whence the Parliament derives their Power : Let him 


know, That the Parliament derive their Power and Authority from the ſame 
_ Original the King derives His : The King hath not His Power fromthem, nor 


they theirs from the King : They both Derive their Authority from the Conſent 
of the People in the firſt Conſtitution of the Government, either tacit or expres, 


or by their exprels or tacit Conſent, in the inſenſible and little or great, or more 


remarkable alterations that the Government hath ſuffered in the courſe of Time. 


The King can make the Parliaments Power no greater than it is, nor they His. 


Though true it is, he may put an unlimited Truſt repoſed in Him, into Stated 
Laws, and Govern by Counſcls eſtabliſhed into Laws, which is not to alter.or 
leſſen His Power, but to make it more Safe and Wiſe, and impeccable inthe ex- 
ercile of it, He may aſcertain the indefiniteneſs of His Power, that it may 96 - 

abus'd, 
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abus'd. And that King doth beit provide for a Havpy and Wits Adminittatio; 
ot his Government, wholeaves the teweit tlungs to torcuitous relolves, who 1c 
duceth his Prerogative tothe meatures of Common Right, and makes thy Ning 


doin $ecure and Safe, by leaving the Succeſſion lets Capacity and Scope to d; 


1michiect, 

It 15 moſtly incumbent upon his Sacred Majeſty to fecure the Covernment con. 
mitted to Is Care, and keep it upright and ſteady upon its own Paſt and to 
prelerve all things in a due and Legal Courle : To watch to prevent 1!l mochina- 
rons againſt it, and ſuch as would deſtroy and ſubvert it, and by his executive 
power of the Lawsobtaintous the ends of Government, that we may live auicr 


_ andpeaceable Lives inall Godlineſs and Honelty ; for the lake of this Fligh tru 


and the Dignity of this Office his Perſon is moſt Sacredail Inviolable. 

The King and his great Council in providing tor the eſtabh{hment an fcourity 
of the Government in their proceedings are not tyed up to forms of ſudicial pP10- 
cecdings : but are to aCt upon ſuch inducements and in fuch methods, whereby 
che Wieſt men govern their affairs in which they are at perte&t Liberty, and not 
under the reſtraint of Laws. They cannot do unjultly, whatever methods or 
means they uſe, that are prudentially and morally necelſa ry to this End. 

This power can be no- more wanting in Governments thin we can be withour 
Government ; That which eſtabl;\heth the one (which 15 the IT aw Cod declared 


_ inthe Make and Frame of Humane Nature) aftirms and allows the other. 


By the Authority of this Law of God {0 declared and promuloated, T8 4 have 
told you, do Kinzs Reign, and Senators or Princes Decree Juſt cor, By virtue of this 
Law, and in Obedience to it is this Bill fram'd ( againſt which this Con'iderer de- 
claims like a ſpeaking Brute, ) From this Law of God, the ſaid Pill when ir paſert 
ito a Law, will have its Approbation, Sanction and Eſtabliſhment, 

' But againſt this Bill, with his accuſtomed Truth, Candor and Modeſty, he doth 
ObjeR, That if uchan Authority ſhall belong to the Parliament, as to CGiſable onc 


- Suecellor upon ſuch inducgnents as are ſufficiently known; a Parliament ſome 


time or other may be cortbpted by a King, and by mercinarinefs, comply with 


him to ſell the Succeſſion of the Crown toa Foreigner ; we all well enough know, 
that this Bill is deſigned to keep our the Tyranny of F-ac-, or at leaſt, the F+3: wc/ 
Tyranny ; But for this I leave the King to reckon with him and che Penſioners of 
* the late long Parliament. | | , 


The Gentleman continues to add the {tory of 4hab, contriving to poſſels him- 
{elf of Naborl's Vineyard, by cauſing him to be fallly accuſed of Blaſpheming Coll 
and the King ; by which, if true, by the Jewiſh Laws King 44:4 had been ſuſtly 
entitled to it asa Royal Eſcheat: Burit he had not been as ſtupid as a Block, he 
had not mentioned this ſtory, which is a preſident and an adjude'd caſe againſt 
himſelf; who, but a Line before, had lo vilely Blaſphemed 5 great a King, a far 
greater King than Ahab, though the Parliament divide fome Authority with thc 
King inthe Government : But what were the Conſtitutions of the Jew/Þþ Monar + 
chy, this Writer of Conliderations, Iam {ure, knows no more than his Foot- 0). 
But let him know, that the Rowiſþ Religion is a Blaſpheming God ; and to bring 
the Kings Life in Danger is worſe than to Blaſpheme him ; ſee what wife Work 
this Conliderer makes; when, forſooth, he would argue, That the Duke of 744+ 
cannot be ſhut out of the Succeſſion, no more than 4hab could take V.chorl?s Vine- 
ard from him. 

The man of Weighty Conſiderations, tells us in the next Paragraph, That Cod 

was incenſed againlt TA for lelling his ate and therefore the Duke muft 


| not 


+ 
£he 
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lis, contrary to 11is Will, andall Juſtice, by a prevailing Faction of his 
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hover told bim, That God was Incenſed againft Fas for ſelling his Birth- 
(ig)? 13d not Gol purpole the Lirthright to '/acoh, Eeiore the Brothers were 
Pom, and before they 2d done Good or Evit, could God be angry with him for 
+greving and cxccuting his own Purpole and Decree ! Did not {/aac and Reb:{ah © 
oth kuow and underitand the Oracle, and 18 Obedience to it, Jacob was efettive- 
WW BIO by his Farber J/aac's contirming the Bleſſing firſt gotten by ſurprize, 
ind by the Solemnity of that Bleſſing, his Father 7/axc transferred the right of 
he 10m made to Abribam, tobe tultilled in the Line of Jacob ; inileed the 
lace he guores in /{-b- 12. 17. 15 this, Let no WWhoremonaer or Profaue Perſon be 
of 190 lhe Elan that would prefer a Senſual pleaſure before the great thinns that 
1:Fq 91017 f Avr ow Lora to them that obey him. W herein the ITICNTLION of E ſans SEOTY, 
5 Ot T1 allufirnte and fot off what they parted with, and for what they fell ſhort 
01th Crnceuf God, ind the defigns of his Holy Inſtitution : Indeed, it he could 
512g to us, that his Royal Highnels had any ſuch thing tranſmitted to him. in 
Ws Centration, as the Jews call the S:gulah (by whichthey mean lome- peculiari- 
4 hich d:d appropriate the Right oithe Promuſes mace to Abraha,) which Fa 

hotod ! (cz wanrcd, they fay;lt hehad any Divine mark upon hum (beſides the 
Comtinocny of his Birth ) that delign'd him and markt him for a King, there 
ord be fome Coniegquente in his Diicourly, an: this would be the belt Argu- 
cur thaorhe hath ver uſed : But where God doth not interpole by an exprecls 
Revelition, Humane Atairs, Concerns and Intereſts of all forts muſtbe Coverned 
ind Eiuled by the Laws, Orders and Decrees of the reſpective Governments. I 
would not have been fo long in anunadyerting upon thus latt paſſage, but that I 
think our Conliderer may be ſome Divine by his abounding ſo much in Scripturgl 
Allczarions : AndI thought it convenient to give you the Size of the reſt of the 


men cf that Order, that are againlt the Bill, That Fay may be of little regard 
1 


with my Countreymen in this matter, as they deſerve none ; it being a matter that 
007 in their way : though in matters that belong properly to their Funtion, 
they mov delerve much who are of the meanelt of that Order. 

Our Gentleman 1&Xt Procectls to Jus political Arguments ; But thoſe can be 
arhwered, L periwade my felt, by every man who hath heard of the Plot. Though 
1 man ol his $izemway frame puzzling Arguments that may perplex mens Minds 

with fc ruples and doubts; which a Fool may do, and a Wile man cannot remove 7 
Vetit 15 [Carce Pollible for him to deprive men of their Senſes, and make them 
in{cnlible ro all the Evils that they hear, ſce and fcel and juſtly fear. If the Pro- 
teſtants are not (as he ſaith) very ſtrong abroad, we have reaſon to he more uni- 
ted at home, and united by the awtul Authority of a Law ; If we are Threatned 
with a oreat power of the Roan Religion from abroad, ( which he affrights us 
with ) wehave nortcaſon to rctain the biggeſt power to hurt us within our own 
Bowels : But if it be 1n the power of fuch bad men asthis Pretender to divide by 
lohts and wiles the good people of England, and keep. them from uniting in the 
_ only means of their latetv, we mult periſh : But Woe be to them by whom we 

are thus deſtroyed. : * - | 
This laſt citort upon the minds of the People is to intimidate them, that by 
their tears they may fall under the evils they deſign upon us ; he ſcatters his me- 
naces, as 1t he were in the place of God, againſt us, andas if he had the executing 
of the Plot in his Power, and tells usof Sins that fit us for Ruine. It is conveni- 
ent to theſe Plotters to imagine us mighty Wicked, that they may believe we de- 
ſerve 
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| by ' by | E. ; ' | *- (* | | 
lervethe Vengeance tiiey detign. Our Government it {elf, our Laws, our Relivi- 


on mult becoinc Wicked when they arrive toa probable power to hut is; (1 1.24 
never contrive a Gun-Powder Plot, a Matſacre, or burning a City,but they Bream 
the Iniquity of the People is grown Ripe; They would turn us into > and 
Gomorrha ( which this Conliderer frights us with) it they could call for Fire frown 
Heaven, and then publiſh us toall the world (if we were much better than we 


are) to beas Wicked as the Cities of the Plain. If we cannot obtain this ill, 1 
{hall then begin tO think, Fhat tic Decree IS gOnc forth, a ud our Fate 15 2 Pp2roaclt- | 


ing, and that God will let theſe Villains have their Will over us : By wods dil 
pleaſure, not theirs, I ſhallfake the true Meaſures of our Sins : His difplealtire 
will be remarkable and evident, if he ſeems to deny us the means of our Safety 
and Preſervation, and-which is the only means of the Kinvs Salvation tom their 
Traiterous Dehign; If this Bill do not pals, they will take him tor a Wicked King 
too, and they will ſay, He hath no Lawful Iflue to Succeed him tor his own Sins. 
(though our Conſiderer faith at preſent, that our Sins are the Caule of it, ) and 
many other remarks of Wickedneſs they will make upon him, wheirthey find it 
convenient and tor their intereſt to deſtroy him, at beſt he will be then but Tenant 
at Will to them of his Lite, as well as Iis Crown, which this Confiderer moſt 
ſlanderouſly chargeth to be deſignedby us ; but if he will follow rhe Counſel of 
thar Excellent Bill, he may live long, and ſee. gooddays and Peace upon our //- 
rael, to' which let all Good People fay, AMEN. | 

I ſhall only remark twoor three things in the cloſe of the Paper of 17/-4'y © 0- 
fiderations. Firſt, that he undertakes to ſay and affirm, Thur the King is as much 
-Subject to the power of Parliament as the Duke, which doth derhrone the King 
bimfſelf, and lefſenshimto the Degree of a Subjet : Secondly, That in this 1:13 
Addreſs, he per{wades the King to rend the Government, to lay aſide: the Com- 
mons of Ezgland, and abandon them as Rebels, to divide trom them, and Govern 
by a Houſe of Lords and Privy Council : and Thirdly, That the molt Venerable: 
and Loyal Parhament that ever was Conven'd in this Nation, though no: 16 
clearly purged from the Corrupt Villains of the late long Parliament, 25the nex: 


we hope will be, are charged by him to follow the Anarchical encroachments of 


the FaQtions in the Rump Parliament ; by thee three remarks it1s Evident, what 
Principles and Deſigns theſe'men are of, that oppoſe the Dukes Bill, and from 
thence you may find Reaſon to Afſilt it, and Promote it with the greatelt unini- 
mity and reſolution, and the rather, for that the Duke himlelt cannot want Con- 
fiderations to diſpoſe him to approve ot it. 

* For what ſhould he do with a Crown that lie cannot wear ? why ſhould he ac- 
cept of a Truft that he cannot diſcharge, and a Government that his Principles 
oblige him to transfer to a Foreign Prince ? he is too gencrousa Prince tocnter up- 
on a Province only to betray it. ; 

He is a Prince of great Charity, it wasthat ſurely moved him publickly to con- 
feſs the Roman Religion, that he might thereby recommend that Religion to our 
Belief, for the better reforming us from Herelie ; Why then, ſhould not the fame 
Charity, move him to renounce the Government, leſt he ſhould offer an irrehiſt- 
able Temptation to the People toa Rebellion, a greater Sn accounted by a King, 
though a Catholick, (however the Prieſts rate it, ) than an Error in Belict, 

But how can we imagine, That he will condeſcend to be our King * he doth not 
intend toaccept of our Oaths of Allegiance, and had rather not be King, than we 


- ſhould be his SubjeRs upon thoſe Terms : why ſhould we Trouble him with the 


Name of a King, Reproach him, call him Apoſtate, Heretick and IntiCe],by {wCar- 
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[ 24 ] 
ing our {clves his Subjets in the Terms of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremia- 
cy : Pray think no more of it, Write no more Great azd Weiohty Conſiderations, tor 
I: intends to be uo more your King, than he doth to detert Iis Rehgion and the 
[man Catholick Faith. | | 

Beſides, his Zeal and Services and the Difficulties that he hath umlergone for 
that Church, and the hazards he hath incurr'd delerve the belt Place, 'and High- 
et Oflce in that Church, which 1s, that of a Prielt ; he ought not to be pur oft, 
10d mcanly rewarded with the Sherrifalties, which their Eminencies of the Con- 
clave, delpiſc, and bc preterr'dto all the Drudgerics and /Crueltes that che Prielt- 
hood of that Church require of the Kings of thart Communion that become Zea- 
lots. es | LORE 
He is a Prince that can deliberate and conſider, and . will conclude, That it is 
better for him to betake himſelf tro a Monaſtery now; before he-harh filled the 
Land with Blood and Slaughter, and all the milchietsthatthe Heliifh Þlor defigns | 
pon us, than to take Sandhuar in one hereafter, loaded with the metancholy con- 
{iderations of a loſt Deſign and intolerable Guilt, if he himſelf thould chance ro 


firvive, and not be thrown himſelf in the Enterpriſe tothe Crows and have the 


Burialof an Als. (nA Top Ts op 

He is a great lover of his Brother, as he ought in gratitude to-be, who lets 
hum Live, and in his good Opinion too, after he had - departed from his Alleg]- 
ance, and become a member of another Hoſtile Polity and Regimen, and after, m 
conlequence thereol the Kings Lite is brought in conſpxcuous danger :; Beſides,that 
It was natural and neceTary that attempts upon the liteof the King ſhou'd enſue 
upon his publick Declaration of himſelt to be a Papiſt, And we cannot, without 
thinking too meanly of him, think him without a toreſighe thereof ; there re- 
mains therefore, no way for him toavaid the Guilt of his Brothers Murder, (we 
Tremble at the prohability of it) than by renouncing the Crown : T he King can- 
not in zprobability but dyc before him , except he 1alls to the Intereſt of that 
Religion which his Highneſs doth Profeſs. So that the Duke will relinquiſh 
nothing by the Conlſenting to the Pill, but the Hopes to ſucceed upon Yew 
thers Murder ; But he would not the one (fo vertuous we will think him, )-to 
obtain the other. | x | EE | 

Admit him tobe King, hemult be a King without SubjeRs, for he mult be a 
{ave to one part of the People, to Deſtroy the other ; rhete may not be, the 
other will not be his Subjects. 

To be an open; Enemy 15 more Princely than to ſubmit to the ſordid methods 
ot Falſhood and Treachery,thanto betray us and deceive us in the Confidence we 
Juſtly ſhould have in him, 1f he ſhould ſacceed to the Crown by a Legal appoint- 
ment : he hath already departcd from the Government, which js 1realon in 2 
Common Perſon, but we will give it in him an honeſter name, and call him only 
an Enemy to our State and Religion, and his departure to be an overt Declaration 
ot Holtility ; let him therefore be conſiſtent with himſelf, purchaſe the Govern- 
ment by Conquelt,by the Afiitance of the Arms of Fraxce,his Popiſh adherent,and 
home bred Traytors. But let him not aſſume the Crown by Title and Succefſion, 
ander Obligations to govern by Law, and to preſerve us in our Religion, which 
is our Legal Right, and more precious to us, than any thing elſe the Law entitles 
ys unto: Let him not add falſhood to his miſtaken and cruel Zeal, anddo all the 
miſchiets the Plot defigns, while he pretends to Govern. Let him orenly atJault 
us Miſcreants, and ſubdue us Intidels, that already ſtand Curſed and Excoin = 

ncarc 


"AY 
£3% 


with regard to the Publick Good. 


EC (25) 
nicated, v hom he hath Warrant enough from his Religion to deſtroy with 
an utter Deſtrution. _ a 
He 18 an Excellent Son of King Charles the Firſt, of Bleſſed Memory, who 
cayed a Martyr tor the Government of Church and State, and loſt his Life 
as well as his Government, when he could not preſerve it any longer by his 
Sword : And do you think that James his Son, who carries the Royal Name 


of his Grandfather, though the firſt of Zng/and, yer the Sixth of that Name 


in Scotland, will ſuffer the Government to be altered; and to be a King and 


no King. It is more juſt for him to chuſe an Excluſion from the Succeſſion, 


than to ſufter the Government to be changed ; we muſt therefore __ 


| hHimro bewilling rather to Conſent to the Bill,and renounce the Succethon, 


coniormably to rhe recent example of his never to be forgotten Father, 
than to conſent to, or be bound by any AR of Parliament that ſhall alter the 
Government: They are not his Friends, nor agreeable to him, That would 
ipoyl the Government, more valuable in his eſteem (as well as his}Father's) 
than a perſonal Reign : That would make him a King in mockery; That 
Conſfpire againſt the Government it ſelf, which he will not, he ought not to 
iuſtain and endure, as long as there is any Iron and Steel in the Hands, or 
Blood 1n the Veins of Loyal Roman Catholicks. 

He is anequal Prince, and will not take it ſo much to Heart, that he ſees 
the People of his Nativity not ſtupid Sots, but that they can be ſenſible of 
the Dangers that he urgeth them with, and provide themſelves with Re- 
medies againſt the Evils he Threatens, _ - 
 Buriftheſe Reaſons wall not obtain his expreſs Conſent to that Law for 
his Excluſion, they will be allowed inducements ſufficient enough to Pals 
it and Conclude his Aﬀent ; for the nature of a Law is, to be firſt reaſon- 
able, and to make thoſe wHlling, that ſhould be conſenting to it as reaſonable 
and fit, but are not, and to render them Obedient and Submitted : For this 


is one of the greateſt benefits of Government, That they that cannot or 


will not chute what is beſt for themfelves, the Laws will chuſe for them, 


- _—— ——— 
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For the better clearing the matter of the Conſtituti- 


ons of this Realm, in relation to the Succeſſion, 4-4. 


it neceſſary to add the Subſtance of an A& of Parlia- 


ment, yet in Force, made 13% Elixabethe. 
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(26) 
13 Elizabethe Cap. 1. 


An AG whereby certain Offences are made I reaſon. 


' JY* ©aalmuch as it is of ſome doubted, whether the Laws and Stattites of 


this Realm, remaining at this pzeſent ta Fozce, are vatlable and fuffj- 
Lent enough for the ſurety and preſervation of the Quetns moſt Ropal Per- 
ſoit, f1 whom conſifteth all the Pappinels and Comfozt of the whole Srate | 
£00 Subjects of the Realm : which thing all Faithful, Loving and Dutriful 
SUubjcas ought and will, with all caretul ſtudy and zeal, conſider, tozeſee, 
and p2ovide to2 3 By the negiecing and paſſing over whereok with winking 
Ey2s, there might happen to grow the ſubveriton and rufh ot the quiet any 
no: happy State and pzeſent Government of this Kealm (which God ve- 
fend.) Cherefoze, tc. to Declare, 4c. durtiig Per <Yajeſties life, that the 
Right of the Crown was itt any other Perſon, ſhouldbe Treaſon. And ſich 


- Peclon that ſhould, during Ver Bajeſties Life, Uſtirp the Crown oz the 


Royal Stile, Title 0z Digaity of the Crown o2 Realm of England, Ec. thep 
and every ofthem ſo offending, ſhall be utterly diſabled, diring their natural 
{ives onNiy to have 02 enjoy the Crown o2 Realm of England, o2 the Style, 
Title o2 Oignity thereof, at any time in Succeſſion, Jnheritance 2 other- 
wiſe, aſtcr the Deceal? of our ſata Sovereign Lady the Que&n, as if ſuch 
perſon were naturally dead, any Law, Cuſtoine, Pzetence 02 matter what- 
loever to the contrary Notwithſtanding. After which, theſe words follow. 
Qad be it further Enacted, That if any Perſon ſhall in any wiſe, hold, and 
aſficrm 02 maintain, That the common Laws of this Realm, not altered by 
JIaritament, ought not to direct the Right-of the Crown of England ; ©}, 
that our ſaid Sovereign Lady, the Queus Yajefty thac nowtis, with and bp 
the Authozity of the Parliament of England is not able to make Laws aud 
Dtatut?s of (ufficient fozce and validity to limit and bind the Trown of this 
Realm andthe Oclcent, Limitation, Juheritance and Government thereof, 
O! that this pzeſent Statute, oz any part thereofo2 any other Statute tobe 


ade by the Uuthozity of the Parltament of England, with the Royal Aſſent 


of otir (aid Sovereign Lady the Queen, fo? limiting of the Crown, o2 any 
Statute, foz Recognizing the Right ofthe ſatd Crown and Kealm, to be 
Tuſtly aid Lawfilly tn the moſt Royal Perſon of our ſaid Sovereign Lady 
the Que&n, ts not, are not, 02 ſhall not, 02 ought not to be fo2 ever, of gb 
and-ſufficient fozce and val:dity to Bind, Limit, Reftrain and Govern all 
JIcrlans their Rights and Titles, that in any wiſe map oz might clatm a- 


my Jntereft oz Joſſibility in 02 to the Trown of England, in Poſſeſſion, Re- 


mainder, Jnherttance, Succelſion,o2 otherwiſe howſoever, andall other Þer- 
ſons whatſoever, Every fuch perſon fo holding, affirming o2 maintaining, 
during the lifeof the Quetns Majeſty, ſhall be judged a High Traytoz, and 
ſuifer and fozfeit, as tn Caſes of High Treaſon ts accuſtomed, and every 
perſon ſo holding, affirming 02 maintaining after the Deceaſe of ottr ſad So-- 
vereigit Lady, (hail fozteit all his Goods and Chattels., . 
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To his Friend, &>c. 


Relating to the Point of Succeſſion to the Crown, &c. 


Y ſevcral Accidents the former Sheets have ltopt in the Preſs from a few days, after 
,” the great and weighty Conhiderations were publiſhed, And being now ready to 
come forth, we have a Gentleman of Quality, as he calls hinſclf, undertaking fron 
Scripture, Law, Hiſtory and Reaſon, to ſpew how improbable (if not impoſſible) it is 19 
bar th: rc::t Heir in the Right Line from the Succeſſion, in a Letter to his honoured Friend A. B. 
And now afiter ſo long a time of confideration, one would think the many men of great 
Parts and Learning that are dependents on the Duke, ſpirited with zcal and ambition,thou!d 
vB have oitcxed all that they have to fay againſt the Pill for cxcluging his Royal Highneſs. 
A And thi; b-ing (a3 may be reaſonably concluded) the lati endeavours of the moti learned and 
b belt parted nin of that Intergli 3 This Lettcr tor that reaſon only, but not tor any thing ot 
moment that it oft-rs, delervcs tobe contidered. 
VV oc will not follow him from Paragraph to Paragraph, fince the greateſt part of it1s 
vain arid cmpty, pedantick, bombatt and purid ztlcCtation, | 
L (12/1 on'y draw you up thoxt Summar.cs of his (cveral Reaſons, andgive them all th: 
advantages thcy. can challcyge, and improve them by jutt and natural Inferences : And 


that | thiul; will be crough of contutation, and a (uthcient countercharm agaioſt his dccct- 


! 
He 


ving, tt. P.CPic, 


(28) 

He firſt lays down for a Ground 3 That the Succeſſion to the Crown of Englandis in- 
ſcparably annexed to Proximity and nextnefs of blood , by the Laws of God and Na- 
turez And all Statute Laws contrary to the Laws of God and Nature, are, ipſo facto, null 
and void. 

That it is contrary to the Laws of God, he proves by the Law of God given by Moſes to 
the Jews in the 27th of Numbers, that dircts how the ſucceſſion of Lands ſhould be amongjit 
the Jews, and whatſoever Statute Laws are contrary to thoſe Laws, are null and void, he 
ſaith, | 

The conſequence ofthis Argument is this; That the Laws given by God to the Fews are 
Laws to all Mankind : That out Common Law and Statute Law is againit the Law of God, 
and null and void, becauſe not agreeable to the Laws of Moſes, That the eldeit Son 1s not 
to take by Deſcent the whole Inheritance, but a double portion only, and that the Crown 
mult be diſpoſed of in Deſcents accordingly, That not the firſt Sop only, and one Daughter, 
- but all the Daughters of a King, it acver {ſo many muſt facceed together to the Crown : 

"Chat no Father can ({1 his Patyimony, for that was the Jewiſh Law, and eiiabliſhed m that 
Chapter he quotes. | | | 


He proves it to be a Law of God further, tor that God ſaith to Cain of Abel, That bis de- 
fires ſhall be ſubj*C, and tho ſhalt rule over him, 


” 


The Conſequence of this, is, that becauſe Cain could not kill Abel ; (notwithſianding he 
was to have the Primacy ) That Abel muct; more could not kill Cain his Elder Brother. 

And turther he proves that to be a Law of God, becauſe God maketh choice of the firſt 
born to be SanGiticd and Conlecrated to himifelt, 

And thercforc it moſt certainly toullows, with this Gentleman, that he which is not the 
firli born mult be too. 1 with his-Royal Highneſs, the ſecond born, the Confecration of a 
Pricttz ( which the Text means, notwithltanding the Text deth not allow it him ) ſo 


that he will not pretend to the Confecration of a King, which is clearly out of the mean- 
ivg of the Text. | 


He ſays, Conſonant hercunto arc the Sutkrages of. the Doors of the Civil and Impert- 


" al Law _ 
The Couſcguent of this is, Firſt, that he is not bound to be coherent; for he was before 


proving the Law.of Ged to be, That the Sucaethion of the Cxown is inſeperably annexed 
to ptoximity of blood; and now he tells us of ſome Opinions of Fathers and DoQtors that 
are conſonant thereunto, when they do not at all rclate in their Opinions to what he had 
produced out of Moſes his Law. Secondly, It follows, that he is impertinently trouble- 
fom to his Reader, by tclling him of the Opinions of great names in this matter, that the 
F1dcti Son by ordinary right is to have his Fathers Ettate in ſome Countries, or that the 
Crown dotlyÞ oxdinarily deſcend where the Succellion is hereditary 3 he ſhould have.ſpared 
them tor another-time, when he ſhall ſay ſomething that all mankind doth not agree in. 
Tiurdly, That he is a man of little reading, otherwiſe he would have bcen inſufferable in- 
pertinent by 10000 quotations in this natter, Fourthly, That he is no Civilian 3 for that 
-4n this place he calls the Sovereignty a Fee, when all nicn apree that a Crown is of that 
ſort of Inheritances, which they call Allodiums that are held 2+ aAX' & Ai@-, This 
would have madea ſwinging Argument for his Jure Diino, if he had thought of it, but 
we will give it them gratis. He tells us the Duke of Tork is in the ſame condition as the 
Eldeii Son of the King reigning, though his Brother be King. That the Second Son of a 
ing Regent, whicn the firli is dead, living, his Father is within the 25 of E.3., that 
niakes 1t 1 reaſon to compals the death of the King's Eldeſt Son, and that ſuch Second Son 
15 Prince of Wales, and Duke of Cormwal. 


The Conſequence whereof is, that he is very impertinent, or elſe the Duke of Tork is 
nuw Prince of Walss, and Duke of Coruwa!, and that he is within the Statute of 


25 Ea. 3, 

This Argument of his he leaves to bs further illuftrated and purſued by the Churchmen | 
and Civilans : But lelt they thould fail, this Epitioler (for 1 now am well aſſured, that 
this queſtion and caulC is to be inanag2d by the Sword, by Maſſacres, and tne French Plot, 
andnot by Writing } I have advencurcd and will procecd to illuſtrate his Arguments, and 
purſue them into their C:nſequences, and leave the Epittoler of Quality to be purſued 
with laughtcr, for he deſerves no worſe if it be true that he profefleth that hz is a Proteſtant 
and Loverof the Government. 

Now he will, he faith, as beit ſorting with his profeſſi>n, and with a diſcourſe of this 
nature, derive procts from the Authority of the Common and Statute Law of England. 

From whence it follows, That the Common Law and Scacute-L1ws of England are 
proper to by conſulted with, for declaring the Laws of God ard th: Laws of Nature , 


which 


4 


a 


He 4 
which they never yet pretended to do. And Secondly, it follows from thence, © that this 
'Epitioler no more underſtands the Common and Statute Laws of England, and-what:place 
they are to have in the Conduct of our manners, and guidanee of our Cotfciences; than 
he doth {( as appears by what he hath faid before ) what is the Law of God or Na- 
rure, #44 ones Os 
He lays it down as moſt evident ; 7hat a!l the human Atts and Powers im the 


i Vorld cannot hinder the Deſcent of the Crown upon the next Heir of the Blood, 
becauſe (though they may hinder the Poſſeiſion and Enjoyment of it) This is 'a 
Dowry which the great King of Kings hath reſerved to his own immediate Donatt- 
0, ana hath placed above the reach of a mortal Arm, and mankina ca n no 
more hinder or intercept it, than it can the Influences of the Stars or the Hea- 
vens upon the Sublunary Iorld, or beat down the Moon. | 
Tl Conſequence of this is, that the man is Lunatick and of inſane memory, i and hath 
forgot, and denies what in the ſame breath heafirms 3 for, he' agrees human Power may 
hinder the poſſetſion and enjoyment, and yct it is no more poſſible to hinder the Deſcent, 
than to ſtop the Influences of Heaven, and to pull down the Moon. Secondly, It tollows 
that that which is done is impoſſible to be done. Thirdly, That there is no Right at all by 
Deſcent, nor can be any Delcent of the Crown 3 for that it is reſerved, as he ſays, to 


God's immediate Donation : And we never yet heard of any immediate Gift or Donati- | 


on thereot from God. And if the Duke will ſtay until that be done, we mott folemnly 
declare we will accept him for our King 3 and he thall be a King to all intents and pur- 
Pulcs ( as he terms itz ) we will be kinder and julter to him than his Friends of the fame 
p:rivation with the Epiſtoler, who will give him the Name and Style, and would Abridgec 
hmm, as they pretend, of the Power and Authority of a King, | 


H: fays further, That when the Duke is King, that the Legiance and Fidelity of the 
Subjcet 1s due to him by the immutable Law of Nature 3 from whence it clearly tollows, 
that he muſt ſtay until that time comes: That when he is a Loyal and Foyal King, we 
arc to be his Loyal and Foyal Liege-men and $ubjcdts : For, Calvin's Caſe which he cites, 
by the yeneral - Opinions of all confiderable Lawyers, is Apochryphal, where it makes Al- 
k giance,abſolute and more extenſive than the Legal Power of Kings : But here he ſub- 
joyns fuch Ioathſoin Pedantry, that I cannot but remark it : He ſubjoyns to his mention 
of Calwin's Fale, that Ariſtotle, Nature's Amanuenſis ( as he calls him ) agrees with that 


Caſc, in that he faith, Apymrs ToTNp wv PUTE x; Bad 1%S Banndbpevuy, and 


 Seneca's Natura commenta eſt Regem ;, but for my promiſe ſake 1 will make no further 


Odvſcrvations upon him, than by bare repeating of it to cxpole it, 


That the King and his Succeſſors are Kings by Nature, he proves For that the Sta-- 


rrrte Laws do frequently ſtyle the King our Naturul Liege-Lord : And for further proof tells us, 
that in Tndiciments it is ſer forth, that the Treaſon is committed, contra debitum Fidei 6c 
Lipeantiz, vw'd naturaliter & de jure impendere debet : And the King in Inaiftments is 


ſometimes fiyled Natural Lord. 


Whence it follows, that ve arc born under Allegiance, that no man that is born under 
any form cf Government can deny Faith unto it, though he never cxpreſly ſwore Allegi- 
ancc. That the King of France is not our Natural Lord, neither doth the Oath of Al- 
I:ptance bind us to that Form of Government, if introduced, becauſe the King was born 
ro no fuch Kingſhip : Nor is our King a Natural Lord to any Forreigners that come 
hicher, and the Form of the Indictment igainſt Forrcigners, as the Lawycrs know, mutt 
be in another Form. And further it follows, That in all Chznges of Government, the 
word Natural is to be adjoiced to Allegiance in all Indictments of Treaſon committed 
apaintt the Government in its ſeveral changes that it may ſuffer 3 And this all the Lawyers 
with one voice pronounce, | | | 

H- fums up all thathe hath id before, thus: No humane Power can hinder the Deſcent 
rf the Crown upon the Right Heir ; The Deſcent makes the King, Allegiance i4 due to the King 
by the Law of Nature The Law of Nature cannot be abrogated by human Power ; That Com- 
n;01 Law is more worthy than Statute Law, aud the Law of Nature more worthy than both. 


But up>n better conſideration of the whole matter, it follows with better Conſequence  - 


That Nature hath'made no Laws about Property, nor about Governments 3 otherwiſe 
z!l Laws of Right and Property, and all Governments would have been the ſame ; for 
what the makes are Univerſal,as the Nature of man: Beſides that, if he knew where ſhe 


beczms a Legillatrix, or if this Gentleman could dire& us to a view of her Pandects, we 


ought 
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ought to accord all our Laws to them. Secondly, N hg Common Law is. not to. bepre- 
ferred before Statute Law 3 For the Judges who declare the Common Law arc not. wiſer 
than Parkaments ; and the CommonLaw appears iN d a Rulcythat it requires oftentimes 
amendment. Thirdly, Jt follows, that no Legillation js Lawſul, for that which is co 
be preferred is beſt, and that which is beſt is to be a Law forever, Fourthly, That no 
Allegiance is due to #ny Prince, but whom the Law appoints, and as the Law appoints : 
That he that is not King,to him no Allegiance is due, That a. humane Power is com- 
petent enough to alter as well as make any humane Conſiitution, That which by hu- 
mane Authority was made, and made alſo deſcendible ( for all. Crowns are not deſcendi- 
ble) can be altered by the ſame Authority in its Deſcent. 

The greateſt part of his enſuing Diſcourſe is the remembrance of the Tragedies that 
| have been acd upon the Engliſh Nation by our Kings : For we have not only ſuffcred 
under their bad Government 3; But they have Uſurpt one uponanother, and we have becn 
intinitely miſerable by being drawn into Wars, to diſpute which of them ſhould govern 
us after their own manner and faſhion, If this Epiſioler had had any regard to man- 
kind,any bowels and commiſeration for the vaſt Miſcries & Calamities which we have ſut- 
fered thercby, except he had depreſſed all mankind fo far below this Jurc- Divinity Head, 
as if they were no more conſiderable than a {warm of Flies, and ought to periſh by Thou- 
ſands,to the Pleaſure,Lult and Ambition of any that is big enough to pretend to a Crownz 
he had not here talked fo gloriouſly of the Matter of Succcethon, he would have. put the 
Crown in Cyprels, and vaild its ſplendor with a mourning dreſs. he would not have tale 
ked of Pear!s and Oriency,( in his foolith ſtyle) Jewels and Gems cf Magnitude, 


But, if they, by Cruelty and Treachery have murdered one another, and uſurpt upon 
the Legal Right of Succcthion, and did keep the people in a ſiate of War for Centuries of 
years 3 ſhall not we exclude a Single Perſon from the Succelſhon, to prevent more and 
greater Miſeries to be executed perhaps in one year upon this poor Nation, than the for- 
mer Uſurpations did produce in Centuries of years. 

But let him attempt the Crown, notwithſtanding an Act of Parliament for his Ex- 
cluffon ; he is all that while but attempting to make us miſcrable 3 if he be not exclu- 
ded, he doth it certainly ; we exclude only his Perſon, not his Poſtericy : And we will 
not entail a War upon the Nation, though for the ſ-ke and intereſt of the Gloxjous Fa- 
mily of the: Starts, | | 

The next Argument he produceth, That in Ads of Parliament the Right of Succeſſion 
is called Natural Right, and conſcquently that it is unalterable. The -Conſequence of 
this Argument is, that a Right by Birth is a Natural Right, and that truly, for men are 
born by nature. Secondly, It tollows, that no man hath a natural Right by Birthto 
the Inheritance of his Father, or that his Father cannot give it from him, or he himſclf 
forcloſe himſelf by Treaſon and Felony, Or ele it follows, that notwithtianding Prin- 
ccs of the Blood ſucceed by the Right of their Birth, which is a Natural Right, or a Right 
by Nature, they may be ſer afide, and excluded the Succeihion to the Crown upon as great 
xcaſon 35 we have for this Bill of Excluſion, 

His Law-Parr:igo of Statutcs, that have been adjudged void, becauſe unreaſonable and 
impolhble, concludes that a Statute Law in a matter that is net reaſonable and impollible 
is a good and binding Law. And therefore he ought to have a profound veneration and 

_ deference to it (in which we uſe only his own words in this matter, which are the lealt 
tooliſh ) when it paſſeth. _ 

But if he cannot find the reaſonableneſs of this Bill, in what we have offered, we may 
further conclude, that nothing will convince him, but Frexch Auxiliarics, and a Stack ot 
Faggots in Smithfield, If this At be impolhble to be executed, we mutt conclude that 
it is in the power of his Party to exccute our Laws, Religion and Govcrnment, and to 
Aſſathinate the nation : We wiſh only on the behalf of our Religion and Government, 
that we had as great aſſurance that the Bill would paſs into a Law, as the reaſonablenels 
tBevident. | | | | 

But this Epiſioler ( whoſe Province he faith is Law ) nextly undertakes to fay, 
T hat the Succeſſion of the Crown to the next Heir of the Blood, is a Fundamental 
and Primary Conſtitution of this Realm, and indeed the Baſis and Foundation of all 
our Laws, The Succcfzon of the Crown to the next Heir of the Blood, is one of 


the higheſt, eſſential and undivided Rights of the Crown, That no Perſon or 

Community can give away or transfer a thing which they never had to give ; of 

this Nature is the "Right of Succeſſion to the Crown, nhich is not the gift of a 
a. 


man, 
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ſometime conſult God and Naturt about this matter, and agrced 


man, but the inmediate Dowry (that Word heis oh bf)" DF &Ae X 


»*# 3 Þ© 


re Coon of ee, hes aneretief ng 
'Whence it tollows, that God, Nature , ind the tmmutablc Coltom $.of State, met-to- 
gether once upon a time about this matter, or that. the immytabl=.C uſtgms:at State did 
their Sentiments. .Qr;/ 
God, and Nature, and ſmmurable Cuſtoms of State are all one 2 That Cuſtoms. of 
State are made without People 3; That Cuſtoms of State are as immutable as. God, and 


Nature : That God and Nature cannot alter that which is once a. Cuttoro ; That Go 
cannot be heard though he interpoſeth with all the Obligations that ke liys vpon us- tu 


Humanity and Juſtice from hisown Philanthropy and Juſtice, to prote& the while Body 


ot an Innocent Nation, from deſtroying Zeal and Waſting Superftitition 3 nor Nature hcr 
{elf be heard in her cloſe injunGions of {c1t- preſervation : But Immutable Cuſiom a more 
powerful Supream, muſt prevail againſt God and Nature, though at tirti they ſiuck rope- 
ther in making this Primary Conſtitution the Baſis and Foundation of all Laws ; tor no- 
thing «lſe was certainly in'the mind of God and Nature fo much, as to ſet up x Ruyal Fa- 
inily amongſt us a part of mankind : And to ſhew a parricular kindneſs to the Engl: 
People ( for he hath not dealc fo with every Nation : ) That he doth not ccriaivuly think 
us 'worthy cf any Laws, any Lives or Eftates, if we do: not accept, of this fingular-ta- 
Your 3 nor if we do accept, woe worth us miſerable pcople., But Laws it ſeems we can 
have none without jt; for that's the true Baſis and Foundation (ſaith he) of a'l Laws., And 
this follows with good reafon) 3 for the ſucceſſion of the Crown to the next of Blood, is one 
of the higheſt, mot eſſential and undivided PIgt of the Crown; for it is clear we mult Joſe 
our preſent King, and he be divided from his Life and Crown, rather than the ſacccilion be 
divided from the next of Blood, and after that, what matters it what becomes of the People, 
of no tcgard certainly,” of no regard at all, nor to be confidered where the Rights or -Fre- 
tences of Kings are concern'd. | 

' And further, becauſe Kings cannot alfenate the Crown which doth not lic in Dominion, 
but in Truſt, nor in Property, but ir Gare ; for Offiiixm. eſt imperare, non reguum : And be- 


cauſe that People cannot be fold like Nroves of Cattle ; Therctorc it is with clear and irre>, 


fragable reaſon infer'd by this Letfter-Writer, | That the King muſt not live, that he cannot 
remove an irrcli{tible temptation againſt his own. Life ; And we mult reccive a King that 


hath devoted us a fat'Sacritice to his crucl Suptiſiition, as his party hath our King, that 


they may more caſily come atus. 


X Laſily, He Gaith, That the Right Heir 'of the Crown cannot b4 bar'd or excluded by Ad of | 


Parliament ; becauſe the Acceſſion and Deſcent of the Crown in an inſtant abſolutely purgeth and 


diſchirgeth all Obſtruftions attd Ttcapacities rwhaiſoever, created by the ſame AT of Parlianent. 


From whence it follows, That the Farl of Danby, if he were the ncxt Heir, might ſucceed , 
though attainted of Treaſon of State by Parliament 3 whercas if the King cannot pardon 
him, as he carmot, he could not in that cafe of the Deſcent of the Crown pardon himſclE 
The Heir of the Crown attainted upon the devolving of the Crown upon him,is therefore 
parged from the Attainder,becauſe he can pardon himſelf, and is intended to do ſo.: But a 
Treaſon of State can never be pardoncd by the King. Our young Lawyer knows well enough 
that an Incapacity byA& of Parliafnent to execute an Office growing upon a moral Diſability 
of executing the Trutt of that Office, is not in the King's Power to pardon. Secondly, 
From hence it follows, That that Attainder which leaves a capacity to obtain a pardon of 
the King, doth not at all differ from an Attainder that excludes a'l capacity from the Ring, 


to pardon, and which inthe Conſtitution of the Government he hath no Power to pardon 3 


(ich are all Treaſons of State, where the King is not the Pars lſa, and where it is not a pri- 
vate wrong, a lingle Crime, but the Attempt is upon the whole Government. Third]y, 
Hence it clearly follows, That he that is no Ring, and upon whom the Crown can nevcr 
deſcerd, (as it will not if this Bil! paſſerh irito an AQ) he being without the Imperial 
Crown; without Right, and without poſſethon of it, is yet a King. That there is no diffe- 
rence between an Act of Parliament which leaves the Succeffour to a poſhbility of being pur- 
ved from the Attainder it makes 3 and that Ad of Parliament which Ieaves no fuch puſli- 
bility, but doth molt abſolutely and expreſly exclude him. 


His Poſitions muſt therefore be falſe, and his Arguments not concluding, from which 


fach notorious fallhoods and abſurditics are Naturally infer'd; 
| | | Tnficad 
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Inftcad of further Argument, he tells us a matter of Fi, of au Al of Parliament made 28 
H, 8. cap. 7. to render ®ueen Elizabeth incapable of Seceſſion ; And that ſhe, notwithſtanding - 
got into the Throne : And that Sir Nicholas Bacon (who bad conſulted the Fudges ) told the Bacen 
1bat. there needed no Formal Repeal of the ſaid Att, for that Corona {cel ſulcepta omnes em- 


no defectus tollit. 


The conſequence of this 15, That if the Duke can notwithſtanding an Act for his Exdu- 
ſion, get into the Throne, he will, and ſolct him. Secondly, That a King de faQo,though 
a bad one, is not to beremoved at the cxpence of a Civil Warz That it is madneſs to part 
with a god one, when in poſſcfſien, and cruclty to the People. 


Detrabere Dominum urbi ſcrvire parate. 


But afterwards in the 35 of Henry the Eighth, the Crown was limited by Ac of Par- 
liament, incaſe the King and Prince Edward ſhould die without Heirs of cither of their ke- 
dies, to the Lady Mary and the Heirs of her Body, and for want of ſuch Heir to the Lady 
Elizabeth and thc Heirs of her Body. 


We are no ways concern'd in the juſtification of our Bill to approve of the humorous Ca- 
price of Henry the Eighth, and the arbitrary Laws that he made in his time avcut the Succale- 
on : They arc Inltances of his haughty Government, that he impoſed upon Parliaments and 
that he twok the Crown to be at his diſpoſe, and transferable at his Pleaſure, as his Money _ 
and Lands; a great Indignity to Mankind, and an Injury to the Nature of Government. Burt * 
that the Succetlion of the Crown is the right of the whole Community, their App. intmant, 
thcir Conttitution, and Creatures in Parliament, and alterable as far as the Bill detigns.. and 
tor ſuch Reaſons as preſſeth and urgeth in the caſe of the Duke : Whether this ] {ay ts not 
to ſatisfaction proved in theſe Sheets And whether this Epiltoler hath produced any ſha- 
dow of Reaſon to prove the contrary, let the World judge : And whether he hath given us 
any thing for reaſon, but the inſignihcant bluſter of- words, canting language,and pedantick 
Nonſcnce, which will never paſs with any man for thelcaſt ſpark of ſence for Argument. - 


Neither do we place the Right of Succeſſion to Government in the ſame rank with pri- 
vate inheritances z nor ever were they governed in any Country by the fame Rules 3 
Though this Epiltoler hath produced the Laws of God by Moſes to the Fews ( which was 
only to govern private Inheritances amongſt them) to prove the unalterable Succahion 
the Crown amongit us, which is ſo wild an impertinence, wherewith he begins his Letters 
that he will be athamed of it when he reviews it, and conceal his name tor ever - with - 
CaTt, > 

That there is one Rule for the Succeſſion of the Crown, and another for the Succeſſion 
'of private Eltates, is from theſe Reaſons, that private inheritances are diſpoſed of mm Suc- 
ccllion, according to the preſumed will of the Decedens , which is collected from the gene- 
ral Opinion and Practice of the People in diſpoling of their Eſtates by Settlements 3 or by 
thcir Wills and Teltaments, in caſe of Allodiums 3 or<lfe the Succelhon gocs according 
to the direction and limitation of the Lord made in the tirtt collation of the Fee in caſe of 
Fees : But the Defcent and Succdlion of the Crown is governed and direQed by the 
preſumed Will of the People : And that preſumption of the Peoples Will is made by mex- 
\uring and conlidering what is molt expedient to the publick good, or by the expreſs limi- 
ration of the People in their conferring the Royal Dignity. In Allodiums in detect of 
Heirs, the Inheritance belongs to the Soveraign Power, as a thing that is, Nullizs in bors, 
and hath no Owner, ln Fees when the Family is extinct it Eſcheats to the Lord of the 
Fee. 

In Crown# upon the cxtin&tion of the Royal Family, it bclongs to the People to make 
a new King, under what Limitations they plcaſe, or to make none; for the Polity is not 
deltroyed it there be no King appointed 3 and conſequently in caſe of this ceflcr os dil- 
continuance of the Regnam, there may be Treaſon committed againlt the People, 


That the Succeſhon of the Crown is directed according to the preſumed Will of the 
Pcople, and collected from what is molt expcdicnt, gives us the Reaſon why one Daugh- 
ter or Female of the next Degree (hall ſucceed to the Crown, and not all, it more than 
one z whereas a private Inheritance is equally divided among them all: For it is the In- 
terclt, and therctore the preſumed Will of the People, that the Kingdom thould continue 

pu | undivided. 


_ 
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:ndivided. The ſtrength of the Kingdom is preſerved in being continucd united, and the 
Peace and Concord of the Pcople thereby eſtabliſhed, 


That a Son by the Second Venter ſhall ſucceed to the Crown, which is not allowed in 
private Eſtates, is, becauſe one ſo born is equally of the Family of his Father ; And the - 
expectation of the People a5 great from him, ng deſcended from that Glorious Pesſon, 
pon whoth the Crown was: cobferred by-the People 3 Or who after he had gor into the 
1 hrone, obtained the Submiſſions of the People. The ſame Reaſon admits an Alien born, 
though he be eliranged from us by his Birth.* 3 


. Eft in Juyencis, eſt in equis patrum wvirtus, 


Though what I have {aid in this Matter, is ſo obvious, that no conſidering man can 
eſcape theſe thoughts, yet I carmot think it ithþertinent to add it here, toclear what I have 
| Jaid down in. the precedent Sheets, as an undbubted Truth, and evident in it ſelf ; That 
the Succeſſion to the Crown is the Peoples Right. But there is nothing 1 perceive to be allowed 
clear and Evident, when we live in an Age, wherein Fools and moſt ignorant Perſons will 
undertake by the Liberty 'of the Preſs, to Print and Publiſh to the World their crude 
Thoughts, and with great affurance offer their uncouth Opinions with altoniſhing pre- 
ſumption. Beſides to the reaſonableneſs of this Deftrine 3 It is agrecable to the Illultrious 
Grotims, De Fare Belli & Pacis, Lib. 2. Cap. 7: 


And nothing follows from his colle ted Law Caſes, about the different Rules of Suc- 
cefſion of the Crown from Private Fees, bnt that he is a very young Lawyer. | 


., Purl hope that all men that xcad him, will with reſentment think themſelves uſed with 
com, when they ſee What frivolous Fellows attempt upon them to deceive them 3 and 
will be fully convinc'd, that the Bill is reaſonable, juſt and fit, fince they have nothing 


better to objeR againſt it. 


The laſt endeavour of the Epiſtoler is to remove the Authority of Parliament, and the 
A& made in the Thirteenth of Queen Elizabeth. The Words of which areprintcd at the 
Cloſe of the Papers againſt the man of Great and w erghny Conſiderations, The Calc is not 
unparallcPd to thoſe that introguced that Law, and occationed the making of that Decla- 
ration 3 but whatever was the particular Reaſon, the Declaration of that Parliament in 
that Ad is general, and therefore an Authority not to be impeached, to prove, That there 
is ſuch a Power to altcr the Shccfion of the Crown, for great Ends, and weighty Rea- 
ſons, and juſt Cauſes : Pclides that fucha Power is lodged in the Parliament, is clearly 
proved by us from the nature of Government, in the foregoing Sheets : As alſo that ſuch 
a Power will not be abuſtd by uſing it in this Bill of ExcluGon, of which I hope no bo- 
dy upon the reading of them, will retain aty longer any manner of doubt, But I cannot 
before 1 have done take notice of his little Artitice, in that he doth ſuggeſt that by the AR 
of Parliament cf the Thirtcenth of Queen Elizabeth Cap. 1. The Title of the Family of 
Stuarts is by that At excluded, when it is evident by the words of the Act, That the 
Diſability there EnaGted is only Perſonal, And his Story of Monſieur the Duke of Arjou 
deligning then to marry the Queen, is a falſe and malicious infinuation, to hurt the me- 
mory of that Excellent Princeſs. And conſequently, that King James and his Race had, 
and have notwithſtanding the Validity of that Act, a good Title to the Crown : And 
that the Validity of that ACt may be maintained without derogation and injury to his Ma- 
jetiic's Sacred Title, whom God long preſerve, . BE 


W 


——_—_ —— 


of the CROWN, 


A ſhort Hiſtorical ColleTion touching the Succes$oN 


” 7 Hether the Hiſtory of the Succeſſion of the Crown will allow fo 
WW good and Clear an Hereditary Right, Ture Humans, as we have 
yielded in the precedent Puſcourle, the Reader will beſt judge 
by the ſhore Hiſtorical Collection | touching the' Succeſſion hereto ſub- 
joynd. | - Ru | 
: " the Heptarchy there was no fxt Hereditary Right, one King tripping 
up the hcels of another, as he had Power, till one got all. | 

Atterward no fixt Hereditary Right,, tor fthe//tan the Great King wasa 
Baſtard, and fo were ſeveral others,. who by their Courage and Pclicy got 
the Crown ; lo that a Law was made tinder the Saxox Monarchy, De Or- 
dinati>ne'Regum, that ducted the EleQion of Kings, prohibiting Baſtards to 
be Elected. | | ng CT Ls 

Eaward the Confeſſor was not King Jure Hereattarro., 

 HVilliam the Firſt, called the Conquetour, had no Right, but from the 
Peoples Elcction, _ x 

Hilliam Rifus was Eleftcd againſt the Right of his Elder Brother. 

Henry the Firft came 1n by the ſame way. 

King Srephen was Elected 2 Clero & Populo, and corifirmed by the Pope: 

Henry the Second came in by Content, yet he had no Hereditary Right, 

_ for his Mother was living. _ 

Richard the Firſt was charged before God and Man by the Archbiſhop 
upon his Coronation, that he ſhould nor preſume to take the Crown, unlets 
he reſolved faithfully to obſerve the Laws. Ts 

King Joh» his Brother, becaule his Elder Brother's Son was a Foreigner, 
vas Eieted 2 Clero & Popnlo,and being divorced from his Wite, by his new 
Qurcen had Henry the Third. x : 

Henry the Third was confirmed and fettled in the Kingdom by the general 
Election of the People, and 1n his life-time the Nation was ſworn to the Suc- 
ceſſion of Faward the Firſt, before he went to the Holy Land. | 

Eaward the Firſt, bcing out of Zxeland,by the Conſent of Lords and Com- 
mons was declarcd King. 

fdw:r4 he S:cond, bing miſlead, and relying too much upon his Favou- 
Ties, was depoled, and his Son was declared King 1n his life-time. 

Richard the Second tor his Evil Government, had the fate of the Second 
Fawar: | | 

Henry thie Fourth came in by Election of the People, to whom ſucceeded 
FTenry the Filth, and Ferry the Sixth, in whote time Richard Duke of 7ork 
claimed the Crown, and an At of Parliament was made, That Heary the 
Sixth ſhould enjoy the Crown tor his life, and the ſaid Duke atter him; 
alter which King #7eary railes an Army by Afiſtance of Queen and Prince, 
onuat //Pakefield in Bate! Kitts the Duke, tor which in Parliament, 1 F4.4th. 
they were all by Act of Part;ament attainted of Treaſon, and one principal 
Realon thereot was, tor thit the Duke being declar'd Eeir to the Crown 
atter Fleary. by At of Parliament, they kad kiiled him. 

Earara the Fourth enters the Stage, and leaves Edward the Tifth to ſuc- 
c2ed, t9 whom lucceeds Richard the Third, confirm'd King by A of Tar- 

| l1ament, 


o 27 Ro ER "5 - 
bo EC nn 7, + LL tie 
_ > 10 2" « 


[35] 
liament. upon tz 0 Reaſons: Firit, That by reaſon of a Pre-contrat of EFaward 
the Fourth, Edvard — Fitth his Eldeſt Son, and all IiS otter Clildren were 
Baſtards. Secondly, For that the Son of the Duke ot Clarence, Second Bro- 
ther to Edvard the Eourth had no Right, becaule the Duke was attainted 
of Treaton by 2 Parliament of Zdrard the Fourth. 

Henry rhe Seventh comes in, bur had noTitle. Firſt, becauſe #4rard ihe 
Fourth's Daughter was then [1v10g, Secondly, his own Mother, the Coun- 
tels of Richmond, was then living. 

Atter him Heary the Eighth wore the Crown, who could have no Title 
by the Farher. In his time the Succeſſion of the Crown was limited three 
ſeveral times, and the whole Nation {worn to the Oblervance. 

Sir 7 homas Moor declared that the Parliament had a Power to bind the 
Succeſſion, and would ſubſcribe thereto. 

Edrard the Sixth lucceeded, but his Mother was married to King /7enry, 
while 4» of Cleve his Wite was living. 

Queen Mary was declared a Baſtard,and by virtue of an Act of Parliament 
of Hexry the Eighth, ſhe ſucceeded, w hich Act being repealed 1n the firlt of 
her Reigr, and the Crown being limited otherwile by Parliament, all the 
Limitations of the Crown 1a Herry the Eighth's Reign were av oided , [0 
that 

Queen Elizabeth, who was declared a Baſtard by AR of Parlianont in 
Henry the Eighth's time, and limited to ſucceed in another Act jn his time, 
and that Act repealed by Queen Mary, became Queen 1n the toice of her 
own Act of Parliament, which declares her Lawtul Qt een. 

The Crown was entail'd in &zchard the Second s time, again in the time 
of Henry the Fourth, 2911n 1n the time of emry the Sixth, ap21n1n the time 
of Edward the Fourth, again in the time of R:chard the Third, again in the 
time of F7exry the Scv enth, thrice inthe time of Henry theEighth. 

And upon the Marriage of Queen 47ary to King Philip, of Spain, both 


the Crowns of Zxg/-nd and Spain were cntail'd, whereby it was provided, 


that of the (everal Children to be begotten upon the Queen; one was to 
have the Crown of £zg/azd, another Spain, another the /ow-Conntries, the 


Articles of Marriage to this purpole were contirmed by Act of Par liamenr, 
and the Pope's B:ll, 


— Sothat it was agreed by the States of Eoth Kingdoms. and the Zow Coun- 


tries, and therefore probably the Univerſal Opinion ot the great Men of 
that Age, That Kings and Soveraign Princes, with the Conicnt of their 
States had a Power to alter and bind the Succeſſion of the Crown. 


